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Ir is obvious to every one who has in the 
leaſt attended to the Goſpel Hiſtory, that 
the Evangeliſts have not obſerved the ſame 
order in their relations. Although St. 
Matthew and St. Mark more cloſely agree, 
yet much of St. Matthew is miſplaced ; 
and moſt of the occurrences, from the 
middle of the fourth to the end of the 
thirteenth chapter, are tranſpoſed. St. 
Luke alſo little regarded chronological ac- 
curacy (Hammond in Luk. vi. b.—and 
Job. xx. a.); writing from ſhort notes, 
taken from the information of others, he 
was careful rather to relate the circum- 
ſtances themſelves, than to conſult the 
order of time in which they were tranſ- 
acted. (Hammond on the Title of St. 
Matthew's Goſpel.) He often wrote down 
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not only occurrences referring to each 
other, though done and ſaid at different 
times, but ſometimes alſo thoſe which bear 
no relation to each other. (Hammond in 
Luk. xii. 10.—XVl. 13.— vi. 39.—XVIL 5. 
—xXxii. 24.) He profeſſed, indeed, to write 
in order (Luk. i. 4.), from whence he is 
repreſented as the moſt methodical (Ed- 
wards, vol. iii. p. 417.) ; but this method 
mult refer to the general diſpoſition of his 
hiſtory, and not to the exact order of time. 
The manner of expreſſing himſelf is a con- 
firmation of this (Luk. v. 17.—viii. 22.— 
XX. I.); by which indeterminate form of 
ſpeaking, he only meant to inſtruct Theo- 
philus in what he had been already taught. 
(Janſenii Comm. in Concord. Evang. c. xxix. 
p. 192.) Being the companion and fel- 
low- traveller with St. Paul, his hiſtory 
was, no doubt, reviſed by that apoſtle. 
St. John's Goſpel was deſigned to be ſup— 
plementary to the others (Hammond in 
Luk. vii. b.— Caves Lives of the Apoſt. 
Pp. 163.—Wells Harmon. p. 60.); and few 
of our Lord's actions are recorded by him 

more 
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more than what were neceſſary to ſupply 
their omiſſions, and rather conſiſts of the 
diſcourſes than the miracles of Chriſt. 
(Cave in Vit. Joh. p. 163.) And although 
St. Mark was not an eye witneſs, as well 
as St. Luke, of our Lord's tranſactions, 
(neither of them being apoſtles, and pro- 
bably leſs correct than St. Matthew, who 
was one of the twelve, and his conſtant 
attendant,) yet ꝓis hiſtory being dictated 
(Tertullian adv. Marcion. lib. iv. c. v.— 
Euſeb. Demon/t. Evang. lib. iii. c. v.— 
Lardner's Credib. vol. viii. p. 88.), at leaſt 
peruſed and ratified by St. Peter (Cave's 
Lives of Ap. p. 221.—Du Pin's Eccl. Hiſt. 
Prel. Dis. vol. i. p. 42.—Hammond on the 
Title of St. Matthew's Goſpel), it conſe- 
quently bears the ſame authority. It may 
not be improbable that the fame, or ſimilar 
actions and expreſſions, may have more 
than once occurred, and been uſed at dif- 
ferent times, of which there are ſeveral 
examples; particularly thoſe of the Lord's 
Prayer — Chriſt juſtifying works of mercy 
on the Sabbath-day — confuting the re- 
aber - = peated 
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peated blaſphemy of the Phariſees—his 
twice referring them to the inſtance of 
Jonas—his frequent prediction of his own 
death and ſufferings—at two different 
times purging the temple, and magnifying 
the efficacy of faith. Such alſo may be 
the direction againſt offence (Matt. v. 29. 
—Xvii. 8.); of taking up the croſs (Matt. 
x. 38,—xvl. 24.); of perſevering to the 
end (Matt. x. 22.—xxiv#13.); as well as 
the Parable of the Marriage Supper. (Matt. 
xxii. 2.— Luk. xiv. 16.) 

The whole of the preſent Work is di- 
vided into eight Chapters. The firſt, con- 


tains the occurrences during our Lord's 


private life ; the ſecond, of the firſt year 
of his public miniſtry; the third, of the 
ſecond year; the fourth, of the third year 
the fifth, of the fourth year to the Paſſion 
Week; the ſixth, the Paſſion Week until 
his apprehenſion; the ſeventh, from his 
apprehenſion until his death; and the 

eighth, after his reſurrection. 
To this is added, in the margin, the 
texts cited from the ſeveral Evangeliſts in 
confirm - 
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confirmation of remarkable paſſages, ex- 
emplifying a complete harmony of the 
four Evangeliſts. Thoſe of St. Mark and 
St. John are generally in their numerical 
order, but thoſe of St. Matthew and St. 
Luke are frequently tranſpoſed. The two 
latter being leſs correct in the chronology 
of their hiſtorical relations is the cauſe of 
this vor MOWTEEOVs 

An IN DEx is added of Parallel Paſſages 
which occur in the four Evangeliſts, and 
which may tend, in ſome degree, to ex- 
hibit the harmony and connection of the 
Goſpel Hiſtory. 

The following little Work is intended on 
no occaſion to ſuperſede, but as an intro- 
duction to the ſtudy of the writings of the 
Evangeliſts. To the learned, neither the 


authorities nor the references will be new; 


they may not, however, be without uſe to 
the young and to the uninformed, 
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4 The Occurrences during our Lord's private 
| Life. 
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Gun ER Herod the Great, an Idumæan 
For Edomite by birth, and a ſtranger to 
the ſeed of Ifrael, who, by the favour 
Yand intereſt of Mark Anthony, had been 


declared king of Judea by the Roman 2 / 
ſenate, the Jewiſh polity ceaſed. The 


ceptre was now departed from Judah, 
and the time approached that the Shiloh, 
according to Jacob's prophecy, was to Gen. xlix. 10. 


a Abbat. Uſpergeti. Dons, p. 5 Jud. 
\ntiq. lib. 14. cap. 426. 
come. 
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come®, But, preparatory to this event, 
the angel Gabriel © appeared at Jeruſalem 
to Zacharias“, a prieſt, as he was oſſi- 
ciating in his courſe in the temple, with 


the tidings of a ſon that ſhould be born 
to him by his wife Elizabeth ©, who had | 


hitherto been reputed barren. This was 
to be the forerunner of the Meſſias. But 


Zacharias, conſidering the great age of 


himſelf and Elizabeth, could give no 
credit to this- meſſage without the de- 
monſtration of a miracle, For which in- 
credulity he was ſtruck dumb, as it ſhould 
ſeem, at once for his conviction and pu- 
niſhment. 


b Ann. Reg. Herod. 36 Fun, Comment. in Chro- 
nologiam. 

c One of the angels of peculiar preſence, who was ſent 
to declare the conception of John the Baptiſt, and of 
Chriſt; and being ſingularly admitted into the ſecrets of 
God, had long before revealed to the prophet Daniel the 
exact time of our Lord's appearance, (Dan. ix. 21. 24. 

d A prieſt of the family of Abia (Hamm. Luk. i. 5.), 
who officiated in the eighth courſe, when David by lot 
aſſigned to the ſons of Aaron their weekly adminiſtration 
in the temple (1 Chr. xxiy. 10.). He was the huſband 
of Elizabeth, and father of John the Baptiſt. 

e Her father is ſuppoſed to have been of the ſeed of 
Aaron; and her mother was younger ſiſter of Ann, the 
Virgin's mother. Hence ſhe was one of the daughters 
of Aaron (Luk. i. 5.), and alſo of the ſeed of David. 

Hamm. Annot. in Luk. i. 20.—-Cave's Lives at 
Apoſt. in Appar, 58. 
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Six months from this time, the ſame Luk. i. 26. 


angel appeared at Nazareth, a city of 
Galilee, to Mary, a virgin of s thirteen 
years of age, the daughter of “Joachim 
and Ann *, of the houſe of David, with 
theſe important tidings. She was in 
humble circumſtances, and very lately 
eſpouſed to Joſeph*, a poor but juſt man, 
the ſon of David, and one of her rela- 
tions. He informed her, that, through 
the power of the Moſt High, . ſhe ſhould 
conceive and bear a ſon, who ſhould be 
called the Son of God; that his name 
ſhould be Jeſus, becauſe he was to ſave 
his people from their fins. Aſtoniſhed at 
this meſſage !, ſhe immediately and haſtily 
undertook a long and difficult journey to 
her couſin Elizabeth, who acquainted her 
with her own pregnancy, The angel, as 
a proof of his miſſion, had informed Mary 
of this fact. Mary, in the moment of 


E Jac, Philippi Bergematis Supplementum Chroni- 
corum, p.160, —Le Grand, Hiſt. Sacr. p. 317.-Walker's 
Life of Jeſus, p. 14. 

h Called by St. Luke, Eli. 

i Eldeft fiſter to the mother of Elizabeth, 

* Artes. a carpenter, and the reputed father of out 
Lord. 

Hibs Luk. i. 39. 


B 2 her 


Matt. i. 16. 
Luk. i, 36, 
31. 


Matt. i. 2 1. 


Luk. i. 34. 


* 


42. 
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her conviction, ſung praiſes to God in 
that admirable hymn which our church 
has properly admitted into its holy u of- 
fices, as expreſſive of the pious affections 
Luk, i. 56, of devout minds, Having tarried with 
Matt. i. 38. Elizabeth about three months, till ſhe 
was near her delivery, ſhe returned home. 
Joſeph, perceiving her ſituation, queſ- 
tioned her concerning it; and unwilling 
Deut. xxil. 21. to make her a public example, which 
might have hazarded her life, he wiſhed 
Matt. j. 20, to remove her privately away. But as he 
was meditating upon this reſolution an 
angel appeared to him in a dream, con- | 
vinced him of her innocence and inte- 
grity, and exhorted him to take her to 
himſelf; with whom ", as it is piouſly 
believed, ſhe continued to live in per- 
petual virginity. 
Luk. i. 57. In the mean time Elizabeth was deli- 
vered of a ſon. It was e the cuſtom of 
the ſews, as it is with Chriſtians at the 
time of baptiſm, to give a name to the 
child at his circumciſion. Her friends 
would have called him Zacharias, after 


m Nelſon's Feaſts, 168. . 
* Hamm. Matt. i. 25.—Lelſon's Feaſts, p. 172, 
? Godwin's Jew. Antiq. 215. 


the 


JESUS CHRIST. 
the name of his father; but, by the di- 
rection of his parents, he was called 


John. Zacharias, being reſtored to the 
uſe of his ſpeech, praiſed God for his 


1 goodneſs to mankind in an approaching 
C Saviour, and foretold the holy office of 
the child, according to ancient prophe- 
„ 


cies, as the great forerunner of the long 
S8 expected Meſſias. The child, being thus 


h fſanctiſied, continued in the wilderneſs ?, 
d or hill-country of Judea, where he was 
born; living a ſolitary life as, in a mean 
95 garb, and with ſpare diet, until the time 
1 


came that he ſhould preach repentance unto 
© if [/radl. 

About ſix months after the birth of 
ly John, the emperor Auguſtus *, to gratify 


Luk. i. 60. 


Mar. i. 2. 
Luk. i. 30. 


Mar. i. 6. 
Matt. iii. 4+ 


Luk. ii. 1, 


T- If either his pride“, his curioſity, or his 
: covetouſneſs, publiſhed a decree, that all 
li- who were ſubject to the Roman empire 
of IF ſhould enrol their names and their con- 
he ditions of life, according to their families. 
he Cyrenius was inveſted with the execution 
Gs p Hamm. Luk. i. 80. 

ter 


2 Brown's Vulgar Errors, p. 407. 


r The ſecond Roman emperor; a mild and temperate 
prince, who ſhut up the temple of Janus as a token of 
univerſal peace. Cave Apoſt. Introd. p. 2. 

oj Hamm. Luk, ii. b. 
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1 of this authority in Syria and Judza. 
Luk. ii, 4. Joſeph therefore, with Mary, (then great 


| 
0 with child, whom he had now received as 
'F his wife,) went up from Nazareth, the 
| [ place of their abode, in the time of win- ; 
1 ter, to Bethlehem in Judea, the city of 


8 = 


David, (becauſe they were of his family,) 
Micahy. 2. to be there enrolled. Mary, in accom- 1 
Luk. #. 7. plichment of the famous prediction, on 
Joh. i. 14, the night of their arrival*, was delivered . 
of a ſon in a ſtable, becauſe there was no | 
room in the inn. The word was made i 
Heſh. She wrapped the child in ſwaddling ; 
clothes, and laid it in a manger. 'Fhis 
abſcure, though joyful birth, was made | 
known by an angel to certain poor ſhep- ill | 
Luk. ii. 8, herds, who were watching their flocks by | 
13, Night in the neighbouring fields of Beth- | 
lenem, and celebrated by a multitude of 


t December 25th. Hammond's Practical Catechiſm, 
p. 202.; though vide Geflelius, Hiſt. p. 74. Anno | 
Mundi 3962.—Auguſti ZEt. 61. —Regn. 42. A morte i 
Juli Cæſ. comput. Herod. Regn, 435.—Vid. Abbat, 
Uſperg. p. 51.—Suetonius in Vita Augufti.—Phil, 
Berg. p. 162, 163.—Geſſelius Hitt. p. 75 —The ge- l 
nealogy of Chriſt, differently related by St. Matthew f 
and St. Luke, is reconciled in one way by Dr. South in b 
Serm. vii. vol. 3. and in another way by Julius Afri- 
canus in Du Pin's Eccleſ. Hiſt. of the Third Century, 
p · 109. 3 whoſe account is exploded by Dr, South. 


the 


JESUS CHRIST. 7 
. the heavenly hoſt. The ſhepherds found 
2 eaſy admittance to the place, as they had 
been told by the angels; and publiſhing 
it abroad, they glorified God for all that 
= I} they had heard and ſeen. At eight days Gen. vii. 12, 
f old, in compliance with the law, as well Lev. xii. 3. 


) as to teach us ſubmiſſion ® to innocent Job. vi. 22, 
- 7 eſtabliſhments, the child was circumciſed, Matt. i. 21, 
n and called Jeſus. At which name, let 

d every knee bow, of things in Heaven, and © * 
0 things in earth, and things under the earth, "oF 


e and every tongue confeſs this Jeſus Lord, to Phu. l. 10, 11. 
g IM the glory of God the Father. 


8 When forty days for the mother's pu- Luk. ii. 22, 

e rification, according to the law of Moſes, Lev. xii. 2. 4. 
8 were expired, they brought the child Jeſus 

y from Bethlehem to Jeruſalem to preſent Exod. xiii. 1. 


— him to the Lord in the temple. Thus Hag. ii. 7. 9. 
were the prophecies fulfilled, that he Malachi iii. 2. 
ſhould be redeemed at the rate of five Numb. vil. 15, 


0 ſhekels of ſilver v. There alſo his mother “ F yp. 0 
e Mary offered a ſacrifice for her purifica- Ley, xi. . 
f tion, as the law required of the poor; 
* namely, a pair of turtle-doves, or two 
a young pigeons, Simeon », a juſt and de- Lak. ii. 25. 
i- | vout 
„ u Nelſon's Feaſts, p. 146. 0 
Y Rather more than ten ſhillings of 0 4. money. 
e w Suppoſed to be the father of Gamaliel, the tutor of 


St. Paul n in Vit. Paul. p. 67.) . It is uncertain 
| B 4 whether 
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vout old man, came into the temple 


whilit Joſeph and Mary were there; and, 
taking the child into his arms, bleſſed ' 


God and them, and thankfully ſung the 
hymn Nunc Dimittic, which is admitted 
into our liturgy, Anna * likewiſe, an 
old devout widow and propheteſs, enter- 
ing at the ſame time, bore teſtimony to 
the Meſſias. | 
Having! performed theſe rites, they re- 
turned to Bethlehem, where they lived 
near twelve months *: when the eaſtern 
magi, perſons of the firſt rank among the 
Chaldeans, by the direCtion of an extra- 
ordinary ſtar, and not without the divine 
impulſe, went to Jeruſalem in ſearch of 
Jeſus. Their appearance alarmed Herod, 


whether he was a prieſt or not; but he was a devout old 
man, who, upon our Lord's preſentation in the temple, 
bleſſed God for the ſalvation he had prepared, not only 
for the Jewiſh nation, but for the whole world; and 
thankfully retired in expectation of his near approaching 
death, 


x An aged widow of eighty-four years, who conſtantly 
attended the temple in faſting and prayers; and when 
Jeſus was preſented expreſsly affirmed him to be the 
Meſſias. Hamm. Luk. ii. 38. 


y Hammond in Matt. ii. a. and Luk. ii. 39. 


2 St. Luke ſays, that they returned to Galilee, omit- 
ting the whole paſſage of their going into and return- 
ing from Egypt; after which, indeed, they ſettled in 
Galilee, 5 


ad 


2 


and 
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and the whole city. Having conſulted 
the rulers of the Sanhedrim®, and re- 
ceived the commands of Herod, they 
found him in Bethlehem, and worſhipped 
him. They alſo preſented him with gold, 


frankincenſe, and myrrh, the moſt valu- 


able productions of their country; which 


were the firſt fruits of the Gentile ho- 


mage b, who were to be fellow-heirs with 
the Jews, and of the ſame body, and par- 
takers of God's promiſe in Chriſt by the 
goſpel. After having received theſe ac- 
knowledgments, they returned to their 
own home another and a nearer way 
than by Jeruſalem; being warned in a 
dream by the ſame God who had hi- 
therto directed their journey, that, for 
the ſafety of themſelves and the child, 
they ſhould not return to Herod. Herod, 


2 This was their ſupreme court of judicature, conſiſt- 
ing of ſeventy-two perſons, for the adminiſtration of 
civil juſtice, and fat only in Jeruſalem (Godwin's Jud, 
Antiq. p. 190.) ; but their eccleſiaſtical conſiſtory often 
aſſembled wich it, when matters, partly ceremonial and 
partly civil, were to be determined. We are to under. 
ſtand this joint meeting, when it is ſaid, that the chief 
prieſts and elders met together. (Godwin, ibid. p. 181.) 
Dr, Hammond ſays, it was made up of chief prieſts, 


Eph, ili. 6. 


Matt. ii. 16. 


elders, and ſcribes, without noticing this diſtinction (in > 


Matt. ix. g. Mar. v. v. 2 Pet. iii. e.). 
Þ Hammond in Matt, ii. 12. | 
= exaſpe- 
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exaſperated at this diſappointment of his 
inquiry, and of his intention to deſtroy 
him, determined to flay all the children 
in and near Bethlehem under the age of 
two years. Upon the departure of the 
magi from Bethlehem, an angel appeared 
to Joſeph in a dream, and ordered him, 
without delay, to take the young child 
and his mother, and flee into Egypt, 
(formerly the houſe of bondage, but now 
of proteCtion,) to eſcape the wrath of 
Herod, Joſeph therefore on that night 
ſet out and journeyed through a barren 
and inhoſpitable country, and in the cold 
feaſon of the year, to Hermopolis ©, in 
the land of Goſhen. He had no ſooner 
effected his eſcape than Herod gave com- 
mands for that wicked maſſacre, in which, 
it is ſaid, fourteen thouſand infants , to- 
gether with his own ſon ©, were lain. 

Soon after the completion of this 
bloody ſlaughter, Herod himſelf died of 
a loathſome diſeaſe ; leaving the kingdom 


e Bunting's Travels, p. 423. 431. 

4 Nelſon's Feaſts, p. 105, 

© Geſlelius Hiſt. p. 75. Cave Apoſt. Introd. p. 2. 

f Joſeph. Jud. Antig. lib, xvii, c. 8 and 10,—Ann. 
Herod, Et. 70. Regn, 37. 


of 
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of Judea, with the approbation of Au- 
guſtus, to his ſon Archelaus : to his ſon 
Herod 5 Antipas he left Galilee z and to 
his ſon Philip, the region of Iturea and 
Trachonitis. After this event, the angel 
appeared to Joſeph in a dream in Egypt, 


where he had been about one year", and 
directed him to return with the child and 
his mother into the land of Iſrael; as the 


death of Herod releaſed him from per- 
ſonal danger. But when he heard that 


Archelaus had ſucceeded his father in 


judea, and fearing that he might purſue 


the ſame cruelty of adminiſtration, he 
retired, by the Divine appointment, into 
Galilee, where he before dwelt, that he 
might be concealed in the obſcurity of his 
own city Nazareth '; from whence Jeſus 
was frequently called a Nazarene. 

When he was twelve years old he 
went up with his parents to Jeruſalem, 
where they attended every year at the 
Feaſt of the Paſſover, according to the 
ordinance of the law. After the ſeven 


£ Hammond in Matt. ii. 22. 
h Fun, Comment, Chron. 
# Nelſon's Feaſts, p. 104. 


days 


Luk, ii. 39. 


Matt. ii. 23. 
Luk. ii. 40. 
42. 


Exod. xiii. 10. 


* * 


Luk. ii. 43+ 


46. 
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days * of unleavened bread were expired 
they returned, leaving Jeſus in Jeruſalem, 
whom they ſuppoſed had been in the 
company of their friends and relations. 
They proceeded on their way one ! day's 
Journey, which was about twenty miles, 
and not finding him among his relations, 
returned the next morning with haſte and 
concern to Jeruſalem, where n, on the 
third or next day, after diligent inquiry, 
they found him in the temple among the 
ſcribes n and doctors of the law; diſ- 
courſing with ſo much prudence and 
judgment, that all who heard him were 
aſtoniſhed at his underſtanding and an- 
ſwers. He returned to Nazareth with his 
parents, to whom he ſhewed a cheerful 
ſubmiſſion; living with them in privacy 
till the thirtieth year of his age, employed 


k Le Grand's Hiſt, p. 325. 

3 Bunting's Travels, p. 417. 

m Janfenii Comm. in Conc. Evang. p. 92. 

n Theſe were the ſame with the lawyers or doQors of 
the law; who expounded the law to the people, and told 
them the tradition of their fatherss Hammond in 
Mar. i. 22. It was the name not of a ſe, but of an 
office. Godwin's Jud, Antiq. p. 27. 


© The goſpel takes no notice of any thing that paſſed 
from this time to his baptiſm. 


in 
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in the occupation v of a carpenter, the 


trade and livelihood of his reputed 
ſather. 

In the fifteenth year 4 of the reign of 
Tiberius? Cæſar, and about the thirtieth 
of * Chriſt's age, John the * Baptiſt, leav- 
ing his ſolitude, with the hke zeal and 
authority of Elias", announced his of- 
fice, by declaring that the Meſſias was 
about to appear; and, in the ſame man- 
ner and words as Jeſus uſed ſometime 
afterwards, preached the neceſſity of re- 
pentance for the remiſſion of fins. He 
baptized all who were proſelytes to his 


doctrine, giving them direCtions ſuitable . 


„ Nelſon's Feaſts, p. 356.—Walker's Life, p. 82 


| to 95.—Cave in Vita Jac. Maj. 44. 


J Hammond in Luk. iii. 23. 


r The thicd Roman emperor; a man of a cruel, 
covetous, and libidinous diſpoſition, in whoſe time our 
Lord was crucified Suetonius in Vit. Liber. 

The time pieſcribed to the Levices tor the beginning 
of their adminiftration. Numb. iv 3. 


t So called, not becauſe he firſt uſe that rite of ini- 
tiation, for it was of trequent uſe among the Jews be tore 
his time (ammond in Matt. iii. a,-Cave in Appar, 
p. 60.), but becauſe he was the firſt who u ed it by the 
appointment of God (Joh i. 33.), who app! d it to the 
purpoſes of repentance and remiſſion of Une, as it gas 
foretold it would be on the comine 2 
Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26.— Zech. xiii. 


1 Hammond in Luk. i. 17. 


Matt. iii. 1. 
Mar. i. 4. 
Luk. ili. 1. 
Joh. i. 6. 
Luk. i. 17. 


Matt. iv. 17. 


Matt. 111 13. 
Mar. i. 9. 
Luk. iii. 21. 


Matt. iii. 16. 


Mar. i. 10. 


Luk. iii. 21. 


Ac. ii. 2. 


Matt. iv. 1. 
Mar. i. 12. 
Lak. iv. 1. 
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to their circumſtances of life, and re- 
proving the incorrigible with freedom and 
ſeverity. About this time Jeſus went 
from Nazareth to Bethabara beyond 
Jordan“; and, after John had expreſſed 
ſome unwillingneſs, was there baptized 
by bim on the jth of October; thus 
conſecrating the rite of baptiſm into a 
holy ſacrament. As ſoon as he left the 
water, he applied himſelf to prayer and 
meditation; and while he was yet pray- 
ing, the Heavens opened, and the Spirit 
of God was ſeen by John the Baptiſt 
deſcending in a wſible glory like a dove, 
and reſting upon him: at the ſame time 
a voice was heard from Heaven, ſaying, 
T his is my beloved Sin, in whom 1 am well 
pleaſed. By this he was conſecrated to his 
prophetic ® office, which he afterwards 
communicated to his apoſtles in a ſimilar 
manner. 

Jeſus returned from Jordan *, and was 
led by the divine Spirit four miles further 
into the wilderneſs to prepare him for his 


miniſtry by faſting and prayer; where, 


Y Bunting's Travel's, p. 432. 
Hammond in Matt, iii. k. and in Luk, ix. e. 


7 like 


* Hammond in Matt. iv. 1. 
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like Moſes and Elias, enabled by the 
miraculous power of God, after faſting 
forty days and forty nights, he was ſeized 
with hunger. Satan here ſolicited him to 
turn the ſtones into bread, as an evidence 
of his power, and a relief to his hunger. 
He aſſailed him with other temptations, 
ſupported with an abuſe of ſcripture, to 
try the foundation of his virtue, Jeſus 
firmly repelled his temptations, and good 
angels came and aiiniſtered unto him. 
While Jeſus yet remained in the wilder- 
neſs, the character of John was ſpread 
abroad; and by the extraordinary ſeverity 
and ſanctity of his life, many believed 
him to be the Meſſias. The Sanhedrim, 
acquainted with this rumour, deputed 
prieſts and Levites of the ſect of the 
Phariſees? to go from Jeruſalem to Be- 
thabara to queſtion him concerning his 


A ſupercilious and preciſe ſect among the Jews; ia 
great repute for their profound learning, and for their 
pretences to an extraordinary ſanctity of life (Godwin's 
Antig. Jud. p. 26.). They were very ſcrupulous in the 
ceremonials of the law, and little regarded the more ſub- 
ſtantial duties (Matt xxiii. 23.) ; our Saviour therefore 
genounces ſeveral woes againſt them for their hypocriſy 
and ſuperſtitious obſervances, For their temper and pꝛin- 
Ciples, vid. Cave in Appar. p. 53. and in Vita Paul. 
P. 68. 


miniſtry, 


. 


Lak. iv. 13. 


Joh. i. 19. 
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| miniſtry. He denied himſelf with pecu- 
liar earneſtneſs to be the Chriſt, and de- 
Joh. i. 20, clared that he was only his humble fore- 

23. runner, and unworthy to be his meaneſt 

27. ſervant; at the ſame time obliquely hint- 

Luk, iii, 13. ing that he was already come. On the 
| day after this meſſage*, Jeſus returned 
TE from the deſert to Jordan, where John 
was; who, when he ſaw him in the 

— 8 crowd, openly teſtiſied his identity. On 
Joh. i. 35. the next day, as John was ſtanding with 
his diſciples, (probably Andrew and John 
the Evangeliſt,) Jeſus paſſed by; and John 
again pronounced him to be e Lamb of 

God. The two diſciples then followed 
Jeſus, and continued with him the re- 
mainder of that day, being then about 
four in the afternoon ®. Andrew was ſo 
41. well convinced that Jeſus was indeed the 
Meſſias, that he repaired the next morn- 
ing, or perhaps the ſame night, to his 
brother Simon, and brought him to Jeſus, 
who, from the firmneſs* of his temper and 
forwardneſs of his confeſlion of the faith, 


— * 
* 


, ᷣU—c . n_tn 
g - xp —— — N ** * «hating 


Z p we ———_— 
= 


z Hammond in [oh. i. f. 
2 Cave in Vit. Joh. p. 154.— Hammond in Joh. i. g. 
d Hammond in Joh. i. 39. | 


ſur- 


© Cave in Vit. Petr. p. 3. —Janſenii Com. p. 255. 
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he would build his church; although they 
did not follow him! as diſciples until 
nearly a year afterwards. On the follow- 
ing day, to check the haſty and yet un- 
ſeaſonable diſperſion of his fame, Jeſus 
* withdrew himſelf into Galilee. On his 
way he called Philip, of Bethſaida, the 
city of Andrew and Peter, who haſtened 


to find Nathanael (ſuppoſed to be Bartho- 
| I lomew*?), and after conferring with him 
he brought him to Jeſus. Upon Natha- 
1 nael's s approach, he gave that moſt ex- 
/ {Wtraordinary teſtimony of his integrity— 
d Behold an Iſraelite indeed. Theſe two 


continued with Jeſus, and ſeem to have 
been the firſt conſtant attendants of his 
miniſtry. 


4 Hammond in Joh. j. g.-Nelſon, p 43 and 233. 
* Hammond in Joh. i. g. 

f Nelſon, p. 168.— Janſenii, Com. p. 142. 

18, Hammond in Joh, i. 47. 
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ſurnamed him Peter, the rock on which Matt. xvi. 18, 
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— CHAP. II. ; 
The frft Year of our Lord's public Miniſtry. N 


J ESUS was in Galilee when he began his 
public miniſtry; and it happened that 5 
there was a marriage at Cana, the town F 
of Nathanael, to which Jeſus, with his 
mother and diſciples, was invited. At £ 
theſe nuptials, probably of hisnear kindred, F 
and at the requeſt of his mother, he per- 
formed his firſt miracle, by turning water ; 
into wine. From Cana he went to Ca-“ 


at 
pernaum with his mother, his brethren, 10 
and his diſciples, where he remained a 


fortnight or three weeks; and which he. 
afterwards made the place of his uſualſi 
reſidence. From thence he went to Jeru- F 
ſalem to the Paſſover, which was on tlc 
6th of April“. While he was in the tem- 
ple, ſeveral were profaning it with their} 
merchandize; and notwithſtanding it was x 
for the uſe of the altar, he drove them 
away with a whip of ſmall cords, ſug- 
geſting that worldly thoughts are incon- 
ſiſtent with the practice of devotion. To 


Du! 


* Bunting's Travels, p. 435. 2 
juſtity 


- 


JESUS CHRIST, 


juſtify this zealous act of reformation, he 
referred them, though obſcurely, to his 
reſurrection, as a proof of his authority. Joh. ii, 19. 
At the Paſſover he wrought many mira- 23. 
cles, which induced great numbers to 


, | believe in him; though not depending 
KY upon their fidelity, he did not freely con- 24. 
8 j yerſe with them, Among others, Nico- Joh. iii. 1. 
is demus d, a Phariſee of diſtinction, and one 
4 | of the Sanhedrim, went to him in a clan- 


' FI deftine manner that he might avoid ſuſpi- 
„ cion. With him he diſcourſed concern- 
ling ſpiritual regeneration, the renewing 
and purifying the heart and aſfections by 
the ſecret operation of the Holy Ghoſt, 
acting as certainly and effectually as the 

wind, though we know as little of its Do 
Fiſe and progreſs; of which inward ſanc- 
9 Naacation, baptiſm with water was to be 


chef the outward ſign. This doctrine, with- 


er 


em-“ 

beit dut great difficulty, Nicodemus did not 

eil * 5 | 

I feceive; denoting to us, that the greateſt 3+ 
was, : 

N aſters of ſcience are not the moſt ſuſ- 


eptible of divine truths: for God often 


d One of the Sanhedrim, and a pet ſon learned in the 
w. He was a ſecret diſciple of our Lord, by whom he 
as inſtructed in the doctrine of regeneration. He after- 
ards favoured him in the council, and at laſt joined with 
oſeph of Arimathea to bury him. 


C 2 hides 


20 , I 


Matt. xi. 25. 


1 Cor. i. 27. 
Joh. iii. 14. 
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Joh. iv. 2. 
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hides them from the wiſe and prudent, 
while he reveals them unto babes; though 


moſt weak, yet moſt humble; chooſing 


the fooliſh things of the world to con- 
found the wiſe, and the weak things of 
the world to confound the mighty. He 
then hinted to him his death and ſuffer- 
ings for the ſalvation of all who beheve. 
Jeſus remained at Jeruſalem till Oc- 


tober? to keep the Feaſt of 'Tabernacles *; 


after which he retired into the neigh- 
bouring country of Judea with his diſ- 
ciples, and by their miniſtry baptized all 


© Bunting's Travels, p. 435. 

4 The Feaſt of Tabernacles was inſtituted by God on 
the fifteenth day of the ſeventh month or Tiſri, which 
anſwered to our September and Ott: ber (Godwin's Antiq. 
Judæo. p. 85 and 117.), to be obſerved ſeven days, in 
remembrance of the children of Iſrael dwelling in tents, 
when God brought them out of the land of Egypt (Lev. 
xxili. 34. 43-); and may be a memento of the tranſitory 
duration of human life, an emblem of our unfit abode in 
theſe earthly tabernacles. (Cave in Appar. p. 37.) The 
ſame time was alſo ordained as a folemn thankſgiving to 
God for their vintage, which was then gathering (Lev, 
XXiii. 39. Godwin, p. 119.) ; and is therefore called 
the Feaſt of Ingathering. (Exod. xxiii. 16.) Thoſe 
pſalms of David which are inſcribed pro forcularibus, are 
ſuppoſed to have been compoſed for this feaſt. On the 
laſt day of this feaſt, which is called the great day (Joh. 
vii. 37.) by the inſtitution of Hagzai, and other pro- 
phetical men, the Jews ſolemnly poured water on th: 
altar; to which Chriſt is thought to allude in the ſpecct: 
he ufed this day. (Joh. vii. 38.) 


his 
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his converts. John was at the ſame time Joh. iii. 23. 


baptizing in Anon, near Salim; whither, 
as ſoon as our Lord had begun his public 
miniſtry in Judea, he had removed from 
Bethabara, on account of the convenience 
of much water. Upon a queſtion ariſing 
between the diſciples of John and the 
Jews, concerning the uſe and eſſicacy of 
their maſter's baptiſm, John again denied 
that he was the Meſſias, declaring himſelf 
only his forerunner*; atteſting more fully 


the dignity and miſſion of Jeſus, and that 


ſalvation was only to be obtained by faith 
in him. John was ſoon afterwards im- 


priſoned by Herod Antipas, the tetrarch Matt. xiv. 3. 


36. 


of Galilee, for reproving his inceſtuous Mar. vi. 17. 


marriage with Herodias, his brother Phi- Luk. iii. 19. 
lip's wife; and about one year * after, 


upon the birth-day of Herod, at the re- 
queſt of Salome, the daughter of Hero- 
dias, who was inſtigated by her mother „ 
he was beheaded at the Caſtle > Machzrus 
or Macharuntes, falling a ſacrifice to the 


© Hammond in Joh. iii. 28. 

f Joſeph. Antiq. Jud. I. xviii. e. 7.—Fuller's Piſgah- 
dight, p. £9.—Bunting's Trav. p. 429. 

© Phil. Berg. Suppl. Chron. p. 162. 

> Bunting's Trav. p. 435» 
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Luk. iv. 14. 
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fury of inordinate luſt, and the revenge 
of an implacable woman. Jeſus, hearing 
of the impriſonment of John, and being 
himſelf apprehenſive of danger from the 
Phariſees, left Judea in December! to go 
a ſecond time into Galilee, As he paſſed 


through Samaria *, he ſat down, languid 


with fatigue and overcome with heat, at 
Jacob's Well near Sychar. He then ſent 
his diſciples into the town to procure re- 
freſhment, being about twelve! o'clock, 
While he was left here he was found by 
a Samaritan woman, who came from the 
city to draw water, and had ſome con- 
verſation with her concerning the true 
way of worſhip; which he aſſured her 
aſſumed not its excellence from any par- 
ticular place, (thongh the Jews were hi- 


therto right,) but as it is offered in ſpirit Þ 


and in truth, with the faculties of our 
ſouls joined to the reverence of our 
bodies, and according to the revelation 
God makes of himſelf, He now ex- 
preſsly declared himſelf to be the Meſſias. 
'The woman ran to her neighbours with 


i Hammond in Joh. i. g. 
* Hammond in Joh. iv. 4. 
1 Hammond in Joh, iv. 6. 


this 
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this joyful intelligence. When the diſ- 
ciples returned and found him in a fami- 
liar converſation with a Samaritan wo- 
man, they were ſurpriſed ; and when ſhe 
was gone, they invited him to take re- 
freſnment: but, as was his frequent 
cuſtom, he turned the diſcourſe to ſpi- 
ritual matters. Obſerving a multitude 
approaching, which the woman had aſ- 
ſembled, and by their forwardneſs per- 
ceiving the people inclined to receive the 
Goſpel, if it were preached to them, he 
took occaſion to dilate himſelf, and en- 
couraged his diſciples to a ready diſpen- 
ſation of his doctrine, He converted 
many; and accompanied them, at their 
requeſt ®, to Sychar, where he remained 
two days. To avoid giving offence to 


the Jews, by converſing with the Sama- 


ritans, whom they hated, he paſſed into 
Galilee, where he was kindly received ; 
and came to Cana, where he had 
wrought his firſt miracle. While he was 
in that place, he cured the fon of a 


m Bunting's Trav. p. 435. 
* Hammond in Joh. iv. 43» 


* Bunting's Trav. p. 436. and mentioned in Luk. 
vii. 3,-Blome's Hiſt, Chron. 87. 
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Joh. iv. 28, 


31. 
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nobleman, ſuppoſed to be Chuza, ſteward 
of Herod's houſchold, who lay danger- F 
ouſly ill at Capernaum; and he per- 
formed this miracle on account of the 
faith of the father. This was the ſecond F 
miracle which he wrought in Galilee. Þ 
The nobleman, with his whole houſe, Þ 
from this time became his diſciple. Thus Þ 
was the way prepared for his more ſecure Þ 
and welcome abode among the people of Þ 
Capernaum, where he intended his future f 


reſidence principally to be. 


HAF. BL 


The ſecond Year of our Lord's public 
Miniſtry. 


J ESUS being now in Galilee, thoſe who 
had witneſſed the miracles which he did 
at the feaſt at Jeruſalem gave him a kind 
reception; and preaching in their ſyna- 
gogues, he was glorified of many. In 
travelling around Galilce he came to 
Nazareth, where he had been brought 
up; and on the Sabbath-day in their 


ſynagogue 


vr wy ˙ $f aps fy fy 3. JA oy. oy, © . ot oa on 
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ſynagogue (as his cuſtom was wherever 
he went), he ſtood up to read and ex- 
; | pound the ſcripture with great wiſdom 
and authority, and in a manner that aſto- 
7 niſhed all who heard him, yet, from the 
| meanneſs of his parentage, they were 
: prejudiced againſt his doctrine. He re- 
proved them for this conduct as un- 
vorthy objects of his miraculous power, 
and not like the widow of Sarepta, and 
s Naaman the Syrian, deſerving of his 
: mercy. On account of the freedom of 
: his⸗ſpeech, they threatened to caſt him 
headlong from the hill on which their 


city was built. But he miraculouſly 
paſſed undiſcovered through the midſt of 
them, and eſcaped their fury. 

He now dwelt in Capernaum, from 
whence * he often went out to preach in 
the neighbourhood. And in this pro- 
greſs as he walked by the Lake of Gen 
neſaret®, called alſo the Sea of Galilee, 
and the Sea of Tiberias, he ſaw two fiſh- 
ing-boats near the ſhore©; and to avoid 


* Blome's Hiſt. Chron. $7. 


d Hammond in Luk. v. 1. Joſ-phus calls it the Lake 
of Tiberias.—Bell. Jude. 1 iv. c vil. 


© Hammond in Luk. v. a. 
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the confuſion of the crowd, he entered 
into one of them which belonged to 
Simon, who was waſhing his nets, and 
from thence he taught the people. When 
he had ended his diſcourſe, he ordered 
Simon to thruſt out into the deep, and 
let down his nets for a draught: to 
which, though at firſt unwilling, on ac- 
count of his ill ſucceſs during the night ; 
yet no ſooner had he and his brother 


Andrew, who was with him, let down 


their net, but it incloſed a great multi- 
tude of fiſhes (as happened alſo after- 
wards), inſomuch, that it was ready to 
break. Calling therefore to James and 
John, the ſons of Zebedee 4%, who were 
their partners, and in another boat, to 
come and draw the net, they loaded both 
the boats till they were in danger of 
ſinking. Aſtoniſhed at this miraculous 
draught, and thus © convinced of the 
divinity of Chriſt, they forſook all f, and 
from henceforth conſtantly followed him. 
They returned with him into Capernaum, 
where he taught on the 'Sabbath days, 


4 Caye in Vit, Jac. Maj. p. 144. 
© Nelſon's Feaſts, p. 43. 
* Hammond in Luk. v. a. 
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as one having extraordinary authority. 
While he was thus teaching in the ſyna- 
gogue, there was a man poſſeſſed with an 
unclean ſpirit, who declared him to be 
the Holy One of God. Jeſus rebuked 
the ſpirit, and commanded it to be gone; 
which caſting the man into a fit, to their 


great aſtoniſhment and his reputation, 


left him and did not hurt hims, This 
was the firſt inſtance of his power in 
He 
went from the ſynagogue to Simon's 
houſe to refreſh himſelf, and with a word 
cured his wife's mother of a fever; who, 
as a proof of her recovery, immediately 
aroſe and miniſtered unto them. In the 
evening about ſunſet, all the fick people 
of the neighbourhood were brought to 


performing ſo extraordinary a cure, 


him to be cured of their ſeveral maladies, 


and by laying his hands on them, without 
the uſe of other means, he healed them 
all*, Very early the next morning he with- 
drew alone into a deſert place to prayer, 


as he frequently did, when Simon and the 


relt miſſed him; and after they had found 


s Mark i. 26. ard Luk. iv. 3 5. are reconciled by 
Hammond in Mark ix. c. 


a Mark i. 35. compared with Luk. iv. 42, 
him, 
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him, they importuned him to ſtay longer 
in Capernaum. But as other cities alſo 
were to hear his doctrine, he preached in 
the ſynagogues throughout all Galilee, 
healing the ſick and caſting out devils. 
During his progreſs ', as he was in a 
certain city, at the humble requeſt of a 
leper, he laid his hands on him and 
healed him, charging him not to divulge 
his cure (as on the like occaſions he fre- 
quently did), both to avoid the envy and 
malice of the Phariſees *, as well as the 
ſuſpicion of oſtentation in himſelf. He 
directed him to go to the prieſt with an 
offering, as a teſtimony ! of his cure, and 
in compliance with the law. But his joy 
and gratitude ſuperſeding his obedience, 
he blazed abroad his miraculous cure, 
and great multitudes flocked to Jeſus from 
all quarters. He withdrew therefore into 
a wilderneſs for ſafety and for prayer, 
where they ſound him. Some days after- 
wards, returning by water to n Simon 
Peter's houſe in Capernaum, upon the 


i Wells' Harmony, p. 38. 

* Hamm. Matt. viii. b. 

1 Hamm. Matt. viii. d. 
Hammond in Mar. ii. 1. 
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report of his being there, great multi- 
tudes were aſſembled. And while he was 
teaching in the preſence of many Pha- 
riſees and doctors of the law, and heal- 
ing all who were diſeaſed, among others 
they brought to him upon a bed a man 
fick of the palſy. And becauſe they 
could not approach him through ſo 
crowded an aſſembly, they uncovered the 
houſe, and let him down through the 
roof, Obſerving the ſincerity of their 
faith, he ſaid to the paralytic, Thy fins 
are forgiven thee. This declaration occa- 
fioned ſome of the Soribes and Phariſees 


29 


Matt. ix. 1. 


Mar. ii. [s 


3 


Matt. ix. 2. 


Luk. v. 18. 
21. 

Matt. ix. 3. 

Mar, ii. 6. 


to accuſe him in their thoughts of blaſ- 


phemy; becauſe it was the prerogative 
of God alone to forgive fins. Jeſus, from 
the influence of his divine power, know- 
ing their inclinations, jultified himſelf, 
and, to the amazement of the multitude, 
healed the man; removing the diſeaſe of 
his ſoul for the cure of his body, Leav- 
ing the houſe of Simon Peter, and retir- 
ing to the ſea fide, as more convenient 
for the accommodation of his followers, 
he ſaw Matthew, whoſe ſurname was 
Levi, a rich publican u, buſy at his office 

* Chryſof. al. u. p. 204.— Euſeb. Demonſtr. lib, iii. 
c. v. p. 109. 
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near the haven, and called him to be his 
diſciple. The profeſſion was infamous 
from that covetouſneſs and exaction which 
generally attended it. Matthew imme- 
diately obeyed him, and notwithflanding 
many worldly e diſcouragements, left his 
trade and followed him. The ſame day 
he invited him to his houſe, and made a 


noble entertainment. Several of the 


Scribes and Phariſees of that place were 
preſent , who, wickedly interpreting all 
his actions, were offended with his diſ- 
ciples, becauſe their maſter mingled in 
ſuch ſcandalous company, and eat and 
drank with publicans and ſinners. He 
overheard or otherwiſe knew their objec- 
tions, and upbraided them with unmer- 
cifulneſs and want of charity. And be- 
cauſe, at the ſame time, ſome of John's 
diſciples (who, like the Phariſees, were 
wont to faſt often, at leaſt twice in a 
week) objected to him the negle& of 
ſuch abſtinence in his diſciples, he told 
them it was yet not a proper ſeaſon for 
them to uſe ſuch ſeverities under the 
preſent inſirmities of their temper, That 
he was as a bridegroom with them, .and 


o Cave in Vit. Matt. p. 181. 7 
Þ Hammond in Luk. v. 30. 


called 
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called for joy and feſtivity; but when 
he ſhould be taken away, they would 
have occaſion to faſt and mourn, and, 


from the ſimilies of piecing an old gar- 


ment with new cloth, and putting new 
wine into old bottles, he ſhewed that 


there ought to be obſerved a fit ſeaſon 
| and proper congruity in all things. The 
| Feaſt * of the Paſſover * drawing nigh 


q4 Blome's Hiſt, Chron. 87. 

This feaſt was inſtituted by God to be annually 
obſerved by all the males of Iſrael, by ſlaying an un- 
blemiſhed ma'e lamb, and eating it with unleavened 
bread and bitter herbs, on the fonrteenth day of the month 
Niſn or Ahib, at evening (Exod. xii. 6.—Lev. xxiii. 5. ), 
which anſwered to part of our March and April. This 
was in remembrance of the preſervation of the firſt- born, 
when the deſtroying angel paſſed over their houſes and 
{mote the firſt- born of Egyęt (Exod. xii. 27.), and of 
their fignal and miraculous deliverance from the Egyptian 
bondage (Deut. xvi. 1.); and it was alſo a typical repie- 
ſentation of our ſpiritual redemption by the death of 
Chrit from the bondage of fin. (Cavz in Appar. p. 35+) 
Lo this, on the next day, ſucceeded the feaſt of unleavened 
bread (Exod. xii, 15.— Numb. xxv'ii. 17), and con- 
tinued for ſeven days (Lev. xxili. 6.), as a memorial of 
their haſty departure out of Egypt before their bread could 
de leavened, (Exod. xii. 34.) Becauſe theſe two feaſts 
were obſerved ſo near to each other, they are uſually 
ſigniſied under one denomination; and the Feaſt of the 
Paſſover being a preparation to the other (Job. xix. 3x. ), 
lometiraes alſo denotes that of unleavened bread. (Ham- 
mond in Luk xxit. 1. —Godwin's Jud. Antiq. p. 104.) 
The difficulties ariſing from the obſervation of theſe 
two feaits are xeconciled by Hammond in Annot. Mar. 
LY, 12. g. 
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(March 26 *, ann. Dom. 32.), which 


every male among the Jews was yearly 
obliged to attend, Jeſus went from Gablez 
to Jeruſalem; as a proof that his obe- 
dience was to fulfil all righteouſneſs, and 
to teach us a ready compliance with all 
laudable inſtitutions. He chiefly *made 
choice of the Sabbath-day to exerciſe his 
divine power in the cure of diſeaſes; as 
well to ſhew his authority as Lord of the 
Sabbath, as that the Sabbath was in- 
tended for the good of man. It was on 
that day therefore that he healed a perſon 
who had laboured under an infirmity 
thirty-eight years, and had waited a long 
time in vain at the medicinal pole of 
Betheſda, The Jews, ſeeing the man 
with his bed upon his ſhoulders, reproved 
him as a breaker of the Sabbath. In his 


| Juſtification he told them, that he who 


had cured him had ordered it, although 
he knew not the perſon; for Jeſus was 
loſt in the crowd. But ſoon diſcovering 
who it was, from the caution given him 
in the temple, and in honour perhaps * of 
his benefactor, he acquainted the Jews. 


5 Bunting's Trav. p. 441. 
* Clagget's Paraph. on Joh. v. 15. 
They 
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They then meditated to kill Jeſus as a Joh. v. 16. 
profaner of the Sabbath. In his defence 17. 
; * pleaded the example of his Father 
in his daily works of providence ® and 
mercy; and proved his miſſion and au- 
! thority from Heaven, by the teſtimony 
of John, of his own works, of his Fa- 36. 
ther, and of the Scriptures, particularly 37. 
of Moſes. For theſe reaſons they were 39. 
| ſtill more incenſed againſt him, and ac- 45. 
cuſed him of blaſphemy in rendering 
himſelf equal to God. 
n On the firſt Sabbath after the Paſchal Matt. xii. 1. 
ty Feaſt, Jeſus, with his diſciples, paſſed Mar. ii. 23. 
1g {through the corn fields; and, to fatisfy Luk. vi. x. 
of {their hunger, they plucked the ears of Matt. xii 3. 
an corn, and rubbed them in their hands. Mar. ii. 25. 
ed The Phariſees objected againſt him the Lak. vi. 4. 
1is Munlawfulneſs of this conduct. But from 
ho the inſtance of David eating the ſhew- 1 Sam. xxi. 
gh Hbread, and the prieſts officiating in the 
as temple, he excuſed himſelf, and reproved 
ng he temerity of their cenſure, as it was a 


im {aſe of neceſſity, to which the Sabbatical 
of rdinance was to give place. 
ws. Having returned from Jeruſalem to Matt. xi. 10. 


apernaum !, he was expoſed to another Mar. iii. 1. 


Hammond in Joh. v. 17. 
Hammond in Mar. iii. 1. 
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inſult concerning the Sabbath. He went 
into the ſynagogue, perhaps on the next 
Sabbath-day, aud healed a man with a 
withered hand, expoſtulating with the 


ö 3 2 
Scribes and Phariſees, as at other times, ; 
from their own compaſſion to their cattle , 
in diſtreſs, and pronounced the lawful- Þ | 


neſs of works of mercy on that day. The 
Phariſees thus exaſperated againſt him, 

| | . (ft 
together with the Herodians *, perſons in 


the party and intereſt of Herod *, con- 5 
ſpired againſt his life. Jeſus, knowing 1 
their deſign, retired from Capernaum f 


with his diſciples to the lake ſide. As 
great multitudes followed him on account 
of his wonderful cures, he was obliged to 
order a boat to attend him, that he might 


He had now many conſtant followers, 
and the multitudes were ſtill increaſing ; 


W Theſe were not a religious ſect, though moſt of 
them probabiy Sauducees, but certain flattꝭrers in Herod'; 
Court (Codwm's Antiq. Jud. p. 61.), who called him 
the Meſſiah. To ſecure his intereit with the Roman 
emperor on whom he was dependent, they pleaded ſtrenu- 
oufly for the payment of tribute to Cæſar, from which 
the Jews were generally averſe; becauſe it was a perpe- 
tual memorial of their ſlavery. The Phariſees, in enmit) 
to Chriſt, joined with the Herodians, whom, at other 
times, they hated, {Hammond in Matt, xxii. b,-Cave 
in Appar. p. 55.) 

* Fjsmmond in att. xv3. 3. 
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that more labourers became neceſſary for 
| ſo great a harveſt. He retired one even- 


Luk. vi. 12. 


; ing to the top of a hill between Bethſaida 


and Capernaum, called the Holy Mount, 
and there ſpent the night in ſolitary me- 
" © ditation and prayer; an excellent and 
exemplary preparation for his ordination 
of the twelve. Early the next morning 
ö (for it was now about the time of Pente- 
| coſt ©) he called to him all his diſciples, 
and choſe from them his twelve apoſtles, 
according to the number of the twelve 
tribes of Ifrael*, Theſe were to be his 


ORs p 


nt Cave in Vit. Petr. p. 10. | 
* This feaſt was ſo called, becauſe it was obſerved on 
the fiftieth day after the morrow after the Paſſover (Lev. 
ht Nr. I5.), and was called alſo the Feaſt of Weeks 
(Deut xvi. 10.), reckoning the weeks from the Paſſover 
o Pentecoſt, which were ſeven. This time was allowed 
TS, om their firſt harveſt, On the ſecond day after the 
g5 Paſſover, which was the AewTega T# rao xa, they brought 
ſheaf of the firſt fruits of their harveſt unto the prieſt, 
ho offered it to the Lord (Lev. xxiii, 11, 12.) ; thus 
anctified the whole crop, and made it lawful to reap their 
orn. On the day of Pentecoſt they offered two wave- 
daves (Lev. xxiii. 16, 17.) as an euchariftical oblation, 
a thankſgiving for their completion of the harveſt. 
his was the time (Exod. xxiii. 16.) in which God 
romulgated the law on Mount Sinai; that Chriſt deli- 
ered his ſermon on the mount; and that the Holy Ghoſt, 
the emblem of cloven fiery tongues, deſcended on the 
oſtles. (AQ. ii. 1.) 
Cave IntroduQ. p. 4. 
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by the crowd: he again therefore al- 


THE LIFE OF 


conſtant and more familiar attendants b, 
who were to aſſiſt him in his miniſtry, 
and to whom, at laſt, he gave commiſſon 
to plant and govern his church ©. They 
were men, for the moſt part, of mean 
birth and illiterate education : that the 
weakneſs of the inſtruments might prove 
the divinity of the work ©; that this trea- 
ſure, being in earthen veſſels, the excel- 
lency of the power might appear to be 
of God and not of men, 

Deſcending with them from the mount, 
they went into Simon Peter's houſe © to 
refreſh themſelves*; and ſo great was the 
concourſe of people, that they could not 
eat. His friends indeed ſuſpected that 
he was not in his ſenſes, and wiſhed to 
remove him to their own home with 


them. But going from thence into the 


plain the numbers were ſo great, coming 
from all parts to hear him, and to be 
healed by him, that he was much preſſed 


b Hammond in Mar. iii. 14. 
© Hammond in Luk. vi. c. 
4 Cave in Vit. Petr. p. 5. 
Hammond in Mar. iii. 19. 
f Wells' Harm, p. 41. 
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cended the hill, and his diſciples followed 
him with the whole multitude. He there 
ſat down and addreſſed himſelf to his 


| diſciples, and taught them the doctrine 
of the Chriſtian Religion, in that excel- 
| lent ſermon here delivered on the mount; 
the ſummary and ſubſtance of his divine 
| inſtitution, a ſyſtem of Chriſtian mora- 
| lity, and the perfection of evangelical 
| righteouſneſs. Here, like Moſes from 
Mount Sinai, he delivered his law; not 


indeed in the loud and threatening ac- 


cents of terror, but in the ſoft and affec- 


tionate voice of bleſſing and conſolation. 
He introduced his ſublime inſtructions 
with rewards, he guarded and enforced 
them with a double beatitude. In this 
diſcourſe he recommended to all his diſ- 
ciples s the virtues of humility, contri- 
tion, meekneſs, a deſire after grace and 


37 


Matt. v. 1. 


Luk. vi. 20. 


Exod, xx, 18. 


pardon, mercy, purity of heart, peace- 


| ableneſs, and patience under perſecution 


for a good conſcience; to which he has 
annexed both preſent and future hap- 


| pineſs by a Chriſtian paradox, pronounc- 


5 Grotius Annot. Matt. v. 1.— Hammond in Matt, 
V. a. and Practical Cat. I. ii. p. 91. 
" Grotius Annot. in Matt. v. 3.—Geſſelius Hiſt. 
p. 79. 
D 3 ing 
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ing thoſe bleſſed whom the world gene. 
rally account miſerable, and thoſe mi- 
ſerable who poſleſs their good things 
upon earth, and who reſt their happineſs 
in ſuch enjoyments; denouncing woes 
againſt the rich, the luxurious, the in- 
temperate, and the men who are ambi- 
tiouſly popular. He direCted them to an 
open and exemplary converſation, that 
they may illuftrate and recommend the 
Chriſtian profeſſion to the world: like 
ſalt (to which he elſewhere * compared 
them), ſeaſoning others with the ſame 
ſavour; as the ſun illuminating the dark 
world ; as a City on a hill, which is con- 
ſpicuous to every eye; and as a candle 
placed in a candleſtick, which gives light 
to all in the houſe. Thus all Chriſtians 
ought to evidence to the world the good 
fruits of the Goſpel; which is ſo far from 
vacating the natural and moral law, that 
it obliges to higher degrees of perfection, 
exemplified in the inſtances of murder, 
adultcry, divorce, perjury, retaliation, and 
loving of neighbours. "Theſe he has im- 
proved beyond the letter of the old law. 
He has pronounced the firſt emotions of 


j Mar, ix. 5.Luk, XIV. 34. 8 
Pamen, 


2, 
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paſſion, if indulged, to be criminal; not 
only the acts, but all tendencies to evil, 
are forbidden; furious and impure 
thoughts are no more allowed than mur- 
der and adultery. An unreaſonable di- 
yorce, and ſwearing in converſation, are 
ſtrictly prohibited. Revenge is utterly 
condemned; and it teaches to bear ſmall 
injuries for the ſake of peace, and to love 
and do good even to thoſe that hate us; 
extending our charity as far as God ex- 
tends his mercy, to enemies as well as to 
friends. Jeſus then directed them in the 
three great duties of almſgiving, prayer, 
and faſting, (which, in other places *, are 


joined together,) which may! contribute 


to recommend each other to God, and 
which are pronounced by divines n to be 
the three peculiar Chriſtian ſacrifices. 
In the private exerciſes of theſe duties 
hen cautioned them ſtudiouſly to avoid 
appeatances of oſtentation and vain glory 
and to be contented with the ſecret ap- 
plauſe of their own conſciences, and the 


Tobit. xii, 8.— Acts, x. zo, 31. 

| Geſſelius Hiſt, p. 81. 

m Hamm, Pract. Cat. p. 208. 

* Hammond in Matt. vi. a.—Pract. Cat. p. 208. 
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approbation of God. That their prayers 
might be more readily accepted, he alſo 
cautioned them againſt idle tautologies, 
and gave them a model, both as to the 
nature of the ſubject and the brevity of 
the form, in what is called the Lord's 
Prayer; and which he afterwards more 
explicitly enjoined. As an enforcement 
of one of thoſe petitions, he reminded 
them of ſorgiving each other, that they 
may receive mercy from God; as it was 
one condition ® vpon which their own 
pardon depended. He then proceeded to 
warn them againſt covetouſneſs, and an 
inordinate love of riches; becauſe they 
are ſubject to caſualties, and becauſe ſuch 
a temper indiſpoſes us for the ſervice of 
God, From the bounty of the Almighty 
to the fowls of the air and the flowers 
of the field, he exhorted them againſt an 
over anxious care and ſolicitude even of 
the neceſſary things of this life. He for- 
bad all raſh and unmerciful cenſures, and 
adviſed them to correct their own faults 
and reform themſelves, before they un- 


dertook to reprehend others; and even 


o Ecclefiaſticus xxviii. 2.— Matt. xviii. 35.— Mar. 
xl, 25 | 
then 
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then to uſe a prudent caution in beſtow- 
ing admonitions and reproofs, He then 


recommended earneſt prayer, as the moſt 
| effeftual means of obtaining what they 
* wanted (either the comforts of life or 
the graces of the Spirit) from thcir hea- 
venly Father. He exhorted them to do 
| as they would be done by, to love their 


neighbour as themſelves; as the great 


rule of juſtice and mercy inculcated both 


by natural and revealed religion. He 
preſſed them to great ſtrictneſs and fervor 


to the general courſe of the world), be- 
cauſe they required diligence? and care; 
and which ſuggeſts to us, that we are 
appointed by inceſſant aſſiduity to obtain 


ſalvation. He cautioned them againſt 


falſe teachers ; to take care that they ſe- 
duce them not from their duty under the 
appearance of godlineſs. And as by the 
works, and not the words of men, we 
are to form our opinion of their ſpirit 
and ſincerity, ſo will God judge us by 
the ſame meaſures : that it is he only 
who performs the will of God lays the 
foundation of happineſs; and that our 


P Phil, Ii. 12.— leb. iii, 1.—2 Pet. i, 10. 
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hope, which is grounded upon a true 
Chriſtian practice, will, like a houſe built 
on a rock, ſtand firm, notwithſtanding the 
aſſaults of temptation. But a pretended 
relation to Chriſt, the mere profeſhon of 


his name without obedience to his doc- 


trine, will prove a vain and fallacious 
ſecurity ; and, like a houſe built upon the 
ſand, give way, and expoſe us to danger 
and deſtruction. 

He delivered this diſcourſe 4, not in a 
limited and traditionary way, like the 
Scribes, but with ſo much freedom and 
authority, that the multitude were aſto- 
niſhed at his doctrine, 

After he had deſcended from the 
mount, he entered into Capernaum; 
where he met ſome of the elders” or 
principal men of the Jews, whom a cer- 
tain centurion *, governor * of that place, 


2 Hammond in Mar. i 22. 
r Theſe were the heads of families, chief men among 


their tribes, who were choſen, and, by impoſition of 


hands, received into the Sanhedrim, and became judges 


in that aſſembly. (Hammond in Mar. v. c.) Wheie- 


ever we read of the chief prieſts, elders and ſcribes, they 
denote the Sanhediim, which conſiſted of theſe three 
diſtinctions of men. 

5 A centurion was a Roman officer, having the com- 
mand of one hundred ſoldiers. 


© Le Grand's Hiſt, p. 332. 
who 
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who had endeared himſelf to their nation 
by building a ſynagogue, had, like a good 
maſter, ſent to intreat him for his beloved 
ſervant, who was dangerouſly afflicted 
with a palſy, But as he was on the way 
to the houſe, the centurion, deeming him- 
ſelf unworthy of ſo great an honour, 
ſent other friends to deſire him not to 
give himſelf the trouble of coming thi- 
ther; if he ſaid but the word, he would 
be ſatisfied of the cure of his ſervant ; 
for he was himſelf a ſubordinate officer, 
and held his ſoldiers under the like com- 
mand. Jeſus, admiring the faith and. hu- 
mility of this Gentile, beyond what he 
had yet found among the Jews, though 
there would in time be many ſimilar in- 
{ances a, (which was the firſt hint of the 
calling of the Gentiles, and the rejection 
of the Jews,) he bad them return; and 
the ſervant was healed in the ſame hour. 
The next day he went with a great 
company to Naim, in his way to Jeru- 
ſalem; and as he approached the city, 
he met the corpſe of a widow's only ſon 
carrying out to be buried, whom, in com- 
paſſion to the deſolate and diſconſolate 


» Hammond in Matt. viii. 11. 
| mother, 


Matt. viii. $. 
Luk. vii. 6. 


Matt. viii. 11. 


Luk, vii. 11. 
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Luk. vii. 22. 
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mother, with the voice of Omnipotence, 
he raiſed again to life, 'This was a pre- 
ſage and afſurance of the general reſur- 
rection. 
He proceeded from thence to Jeruſalem 
to the Feaſt of Pentecoſt, which happened 
on the fifteenth of May v. Not long from 
this time, John the Baptiſt, being told in 
priſon by his diſciples of theſe things, 
ſent two of them to Jeſus, to aſk him 
directly whether he were the Chriſt * or 
not: not for his own knowledge, who 
had a ſignal proof of it at his baptiſm, 
but for their ſatisfaction x, who, from 
their maſter's misfortunes, might have 
doubted his teſtimony. Jeſus referred 
them to his miraculous works which he 
did in their preſence, and which exactly 
ſuited the character of the Meſhas in the 
Old Teſtament. As ſoon as the meſſen- 
gers were gone, he took occaſion to in- 
ſtruct the people in the true notion of 
John, and of his office; that he was no 
inconſiderable, vain man, but greater than 
any of the preceding prophets ; the happy 


Y Bunting's Trav, p. 442. 
Hammond in Matt. xi. 2, 3+ 


x Nelſon's Feaſts, p. 334. 
meſſenger 


ger 
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meſſenger of the evangelical tidings, the 


forerunner and witneſs of the Meſſias: 


that the leaſt of his apoſtles? were de- 


ſigned for a more honourable employ- 


ment; not ſimply to be meſſengers, but 
' rulers in the church; and endued with 


the power of working miracles. He 


| blamed them, becauſe the preaching of 
John had ſo little effect upon any but the 


poor; reproving the Phariſees and law- 
yers for their perverſeneſs and impe- 
nitence; comparing them to froward 
children in cenſuring John as a madman 
or a demoniac, becauſe he uſed auſterity 


and mortification; and for reproaching- 


Jeſus as a looſe and profane perſon, be- 
cauſe he promiſcuouſly converſed with 
freedom and familiarity, But Wiſdom, 
ſays he, is juſtified of ber children. When 
he had returned to Galilee, he threatened 
Chorazin, Bethſaida, and Capernaum, 
the cities in which he performed moſt of 
his mighty works, for their obſtinacy and 
unbelief, with a worſe fate than Tyre and 
didon, Sodom and Gomorrah, which 
were never offered ſuch opportunities of 
repentance. He affectionately thanked 


Hammond in Matt. xi. d. 


God 
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the moſt humble and affectionate man- 


THE LIFE OF 


God for thus graciouſly opening the way f 
to Heaven for the ſimple and humble, in t 
preference to the wiſe and proud. x 
Being invited by Simon, a Phariſee, to “ 
eat with him, he went to his houſe. And h 

as he fat at meat, a woman, (not, as ſome 
ſuppoſe, Mary Magdalene * who was i G 
either a heathen or a harlot, ſtood behind b. 
him in a fad and penitential poſture. She Þ b 

waſhed his feet with her tears as an ex- 
preſſion of her love, and anointed them 1“ 
with a box of ointment which ſhe had 1 
brought with her. When Simon obſerved * 
this, he concluded that Jeſus could not ac 
be a prophet as he pretended ; for then th 
he would have known her to have been a "9 
woman unfit to approach him. Jeſus, MW” 
perceiving theſe thoughts, convinced him 10 
nic 


(under the ſimilitude of a man who had 
two debtors, one owing him ten times as IW'** 
much as the other, and both of them 
freely forgiven,) that as the greateſt kind- 
neſs demanded the greateſt degree of 
gratitude, ſo the woman, having many 
lins forgiven her, expreſſed her love in 


ner. He diſmiſſed her therefore with a 


Hammond in Luk. vii b. 


full 
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full pardon of her ſins, as a reward of 
thoſe extraordinary initances of faith and Luk. vii. 49. 
affection; and, diſregarding the cenſures 
of thoſe who ſat at meat with him, bid 
her go in peace. 
He then proceeded to other parts of Luk. viii. 1. 
| Galilee accompanied by the twelve, and 
by ſeveral women who had been healed 
by him. 


47 


e 
After he had returned to Capernaum, 
B a a 
none poſſeſſed with a devil, blind and Matt. xii. 22. 
4 dumb, was brought to him, and he healed 24. 


bim. The multitude were now ready to 44 


90 acknowledge him to be the Meſſias, but 27. 

n Nie Scribes and Phariſees, with bitter as. 

a ſ{yective and contempt, aſcribed this 

18, [over to the aſſiſtance of Beelzebub b. 

* He fully confuted and reproved this opi- far. iii. 24. 

ad Non, and declared the fin of blaſphemy 27. 

as Peainſt the Holy Ghoſt to be irre- 28. 
iſſible . . Luk. xii, 10. 


: Hammond in Luk. vii. 50. 


of * This was the idol that the inhabitants of Ekron 

vorſhipped, and therefore called the God of Ekron, 
ny Kings i. 2.) He was ſuppoſed to have power over 
in I hurtful flies, whence he took his name (Codwin's 
intiq. Judg p. 155.) ; and was thought to be chief of the 
ifer2al ſpirits, and therefore ftiled the Prince of the 
1 2 wils, 


© Hammond in Matt, xii, 31.— Tillotſon's Serm. in 
4 5 


As 
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Matt. xi. 31. 


Luk. xi. 29, 

Matt. xi. 41. 
42. 
43+ 

Luk. xi. 24. 


Mar, iii. 31. 
Luk. viii. 19. 
Luk. xi. 27. 
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Mar. iv. 1 
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Matt, xiii, 3. 
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As a proof of his miſſion, they then 


demanded a further manifeſtation * of 
himſelf. - But Jeſus reprehending their 
inquiſitive curioſity, referred them to his 


reſurrection in the example of Jonas; 
as the only forcible argument, if they dif- 
believed his miracles. He aſſirmed that 
the men of Nineve and the queen * of 
the South were leſs refractory. To in- 
terrupt this * ſevere diſcourſe, he was told 


that his mother and brethren were deſir- 


ous to ſpeak with him; and a woman of 
the company here broke forth into an 
acclamation of the happy condition of 
the mother of ſuch a ſon. But he pro- 
nounced them rather bleſſed who received 
his doctrine, and declared that his true 
diſciples were as dear to him as his nearel: 
relations &. 

On the ſame day he went from the 
houſe, where he had been teaching, to 
the ſea ſide, and, entering into a ſhip to 
excite their curioſity *, delivered the 
Parable of the Sower; which afterwards, 


Hammond in Matt. xii, 39. 

© This perſon was the queen of Sheba, who was a great 
admiter of the wiſdom of Solomon, 1 Kings x. 1+ 

Hammond in Matt, xii. 45. 

s Hammond in Mar. iii. 35.—Luk. xi, 28. 

> Hammond in Matt, xiii, 13. 


at 
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at the requeſt of his diſciples, when more Matt. xiii. 16, 

capable of receiving his inſtruction, he Luk. viii. 4. 

explained to them: intimating, that all 10. 
diſpoſitions are not alike fit for inſtruc- 11. 
tion, but that only in different degrees 

the good and honeſt mind is ediſied; that Matt. xiii, 18. 


ti we muſt take care to receive profit from = 

WW what we hear; and, from the ſimile of a Mar. iv. 14. 
lighted candle, to communicate and im- 20, 

| WF prove our knowledge. He compared the 21. 


kingdom of Heaven, the ſtate of the Goſ- Luk. viii. 16. 
'f WW pel or the viſible Church, to a field ſown Luk. xi. 33. 
n with wheat and tares, and to a net filled Luk. viii. 18. 
of with every kind, with good and bad men, Matt. xiii. 24. 
which will, at laſt, be ſeparated to dif- 

ferent purpoſes. He repreſented its ſpeedy 47s 
increaſe to the inſenſible growth of ſeed Mar. iv. 26. 
calt into the ground, and particularly to a 31. 
grain of muſtard ſeed; and to leaven, Luk. xiii. 19. 
which diffuſes itſelf over the whole maſs. 21. 
to He diſplayed the invaluable advantages of Matt. xiii. 33. 
to the goſpel by a field, in which there is a 


the Whidden treaſure 3 and by a pearl of great 44- 
ds, price, which a wiſe man would purchaſe 45. 
with all his poſſeſſions. He told his diſ- 52. 


ren eiples, that all thoſe who were inſtructed 


| Hammond in Mat, xiii. 24, Hole's Expoſ. Catech. 


p 58, 
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at 


Matt. viii. 23. 
Mar. iv. 35. 


Luk. vili. 22. 


24. 
Matt. vIii. 2 6. 


Mar. iv. 39. 


Luk. vili. 26. 
Matt. viii. 28. 


Mar. v. 1. 
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by him muſt, as occaſion required, practiſe 
every moral and chriſtian virtue. To ex- 
emplify the character of a good preacher, 
he reſembled him to the ſteward of a fami- 
ly, who knows how to diſtribute according 
to the exigence or capacity of his charge. 

In the evening he diſmiſſed the multi- 
tude, and went into the ſhip with his 
diſciples, when he ordered them to row, 


accompanied with other little veſſels, to 


the other ſide of the lake. Overtaken by 
a tempeſt while he lay aſleep, they waked 
him. He immediately, to their great 
amazement, ſpoke the tempeſt into a 
calmz with a gentle rebuke for their 
timorous incredulity, This was the firſt 
miracle which he performed of this kind. 
Arriving ſafe the next morning on the 
other ſide in the country of the * Gadarenes 
or Gergaſenes, which was oppoſite to 
Galilee, two men | met him poſſeſſed 
with devils, whom the inhabitants bound 
with chains, though by the power of the 
evil ſpirits they were often ſnapped 
aſunder, and themſelves forced into de- 
folate places. The fierceſt of the two 


* Matt. viii. 28. compared with Mar. v. 1. 
Hammond in Mar. v. a. 
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was called Legion, from the number that 
infeſted him. In compaſſion to their 
miſery, with a command, he caſt them 
out; and on their intreaty permitted 
them to go into a herd of about two 
thouſand ſwine, which were feeding near 
them, and. which, running down a pre- 
cipice, were drowned in the ſea, The 
inhabitants were ſurpriſed at this rumour, 
and in affright deſired him to leave them. 
Without receiving any hoſpitality from 
them, he went aboard the ſhip again; and 
one of thoſe who were cured deſired to 
accompany him—probably through tear 
of the return of his malady. But he left 
them with a command to publiſh this 
miracle (though at other times he ſtrictly 
forbad his cures to be publiſhed), becauſe 
perhaps he never intended to return, as 
he never did publicly. 

Sailing back to Capernaum, he was 
received on the ſhore with gladneſs by 
multitudes of people who were waiting 
there to hail him. Among others was 
Jairus, a ruler of the ſynagogue at Caper- 
naum, who humbly intreated him for his 
little daughter, about twelve years of age, 
who was at the point of death. As he and 
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his diſciples were going with him to his 
houſe, a woman in the crowd, who had 
been troubled with a bloody flux for 
twelve years, through the greatneſs of her 
faith, was healed by a ſecret touch of the 
hem of his garment. But Jeſus, to ma- 
nifeſt her faith and his own omniſcience, 
drew an acknowledgment of her cure 
from her. In the mean time the ſad 
news arrived that the daughter of Jairus 
was dead, Jeſus comforted him, and 
went to his houſe with Peter, James, and 
John only, who were his moſt intimate 
diſciples. Notwithſtanding he was de- 
rided by the neighbours, who, according 
to the Jewiſh cuſtom ®, were making ſo- 
lemn lamentation, he reſtored her to life 
and to health®; charging them, though 
in vain, not to publiſh the miracle. Hav- 
ing left the houſe of Jairus, he cured two 
blind men with a touch ; who, although 
they were charged to the contrary, ſpread 
abroad his fame in that country. A man 
was alſo brought to him who was dumb; 
to whom he immediately gave the uſe of 
ſpeech; and again refuted the calumny of 


m Jer, ix, 17 —2 Chron. xxxv. 25. 
2 Cave in Vit, Petr. p. 12+ 


the 
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the blaſphemous Phariſees, with the ſame 


arguments he had before urged. As he 
was going with his diſciples to Nazareth, 
they again objected to him the meanneſs 
of his birth. But on account of their 
unbelief, they were unworthy of his 
mercy, and not likely to be worked upon 
by any miracle he? could perform : he 
therefore did no mighty work there, ex- 
. cept healing a few ſick people. He 
would not caſt pearl before ſwine; or, by 
offering them more means which he knew 
they would reject, ſubject them to greater 
condemnation, 

He now travelled from town to town, 
preaching the Goſpel and healing the 
ſick, in his way to Jeruſalem 1 to the Feaſt 
of Tabernacles, which was on the twen- 
tieth of September. The people collected 
about him, and ſeemed deſirous of in- 
ſtruction; and he told his diſciples that 
the harveſt was plenteous, (alluding to 
the ſeaſon of the year", the ſecond 
harveſt,) but the labourers were few : the 
people were willing to receive good doc- 


o Blome's Hiſt, Chr. p. 88. 
Þ Nelſon's Feaſts, p. 297. 
1 Bunting's Trav. p. 444. r Ibid. 
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trine, but there were few to give it; and 
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he directed them to pray that God would 
ſend forth labourers into his harveſt *, 
provide faithful and diligent teachers to 
preach the Goſpel. He called the twelve, 
and gave them power over evil ſpirits 
and diſeaſes, (that by good offices to the 
body they might more readily influence 
the ſoul,) ordained them to miniſterial 
function, and ſent them forth two by 
two to inſtruct only the Jews. He di- 
rected their behaviour; warned them of 
the ill-treatment they were to receive in 
the world ; that they ſhould profeſs the 


truth with confidence and courage, though 


it expoſed them to danger, having the 
providence of God for their protection 
here and reward hereafter. His fame 
became ſo general, that Herod Antipas, 
the tetrarch of Galilee *, heard of him; 

and 


* For this purpoſe the four Ember weeks were ap- 
pointed in our church. Hammond in Matt. ix. 38. 


t The tetrarch was one wh u » fourth part of 3 
kingdom; and Judea, wit! which was not 
part of the land of the I eentioned by St. 


Luk. iii. 1. to make the numuct ect, ) in the time 
of our Saviour, was diſtributed into four tetrarchies by 
the Romans, Pilate was ſtyled governor of Judea, having 
a kind of precedence and ſuperintendance over the reſt : 


Herod, tetrarch of Galilee ; his brother Philip, tetrarch 
or 
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and whatever were the conjeCtures of Mar. vi. 12. 
others concerning him, the guilty con- 14 
ſcience of Herod ſuggeſted a ſuſpicion Luk. xii. 7, 

that John the Baptiſt, whom he had lately 8, 
beheaded, was riſen from the dead. And Luk. ix. 6. 

as a guilty mind needs“ no other tor- 7. 

mentor, he feared ſome eminent Y revenge Matt. xiv. 1. 
was meditated againſt him. 


CHAP. IF. 


The third Year of our Lord's public 
Miniſtry. N 


* 


Wins Jeſus was returned“ into Ga- Mar. vi. 36. 
hlee, the apoſtles met him there, and Luk. ix. 10. 


gave him an account of the ſucceſs of Matt. xiv. 12. 


their miſſion ; as alſo the diſciples of 
John of the fate of their maſter. Though Joh. vi. 4. 


of Iturea; and Lyſanias, tetrarch of Abilene. This 
diſtribution was chiefly occaſioned by the laſt will of 
Herod the Great, who left his ſeveral ſons certain por- 
tions of his kingdom. Fuller's Piſgah-Sight, p. 37.— 
Grotius in Mar. vi. 14. 

uv Cave in Vit. Matt. p. 212. 

Hammond in Luk. ix. 7. 
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the time of the Paſſover was approach- 
ing d, he ſailed privately with them in a 
deſert place ©, near the city of Tiberias, 
but within the territory of Bethſaida, that 
they might alſo reſt and refreſh them- 
ſelves. But when they landed, they met 
many people who gueſſed where he was 
going, and arrived before him; of whom 
he healed all that were infirm. When 
his diſciples would have ſent them into 
the neighbouring towns to buy food for 
themſelves, becauſe it drew towards even- 
ing, he addreſſed himſelf to Philip about 
feeding them. Andrew told him there 
was a boy who had five barley loaves and 
two ſmall fiſhes, He ordered the diſ- 
ciples that the multitude ſhould fit down 
on the graſs by hundreds and fifties in a 
company; and he took the loaves and the 
fiſhes, and when he had bleſſed them, he 
gave them to the diſciples to diſtribute to 
the people. They all eat and were ſatiſ- 
fied. Having thus, in imitation of Eliſha, 
fed five thouſand men, beſides women and 
children, (as at another time he did four 
thouſand,) there remained of the frag- 


d Bunting's Trav. p. 449+ | 
© Hammond in Joh, vi. 1, and in Luk, x. 10. 
ments 
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ments twelve baſkets full, one collected Joh. vi. 13. 


by each apoſtle. The multitude were 15. 

ſo tranſported at this miracle, that they 16, 

would have made him their king; but he 17. 
directed his diſciples to ſail back again Mar. vi. 45. 
toward Capernaum, that he might more 46. 
quietly diſmiſs them 4, He himſelf re- 43, 4 
tired into a neighbouring mountain to Matt. xiv. 2. 
prayer. In the morning ©, while they 23. 
were rowing againſt contrary wins to 25. 


little purpoſe, Jeſus came to them walk- 

ing on the ſea, They fancied he was a Matt. xiv. 27. 
ſpirit, and were afraid f. But he revived Mar. vi. 50. 
them with an aſſurance of himſelf; and Joh. vi. 20. 
as a confirmation, at the requeſt of Peter, Matt. xiv. 28. 
ordered him to meet him on the water. 2 oo 
But the wind being boiſterous, and the 33%, * 
waves high, his faith failed him; and 

beginning to ſink, he cried out. Jeſus 

caught him by the hand, gently reproved 

his diffidence, and brought him to the 

ſhip; and the wind ceaſed. They were Mar. vi. 51. 
immediately at their expected port, and, Joh. vi. 21. 
in acknowledgment of his omnipotence, Matt. xiv. 34. 
confeſſed him upon their knees. Land- 


4 Hammond in Matt. xiv. 22. © Ibid. 25. 
f Good angels were ſuppoſed to forebode death, 
Judg. xiii, 22, 
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ing on the coaſt of Genneſaret near Ca- 
pernaum, the people knew him, and pro- 
claimed his approach throughout the 
whole region. 'Thoſe who were ſick were 
brought to him, and upon the touch of 
his garment were made perfectly whole. 
On the next day ſome of the people, 
whom he had miraculouſly fed on the 
other ſide of the lake, went on board 
other boats, which® that morning came 
from Tiberias, and paſſed over to Caper- 
naum in ſearch of him. Being ſurpriſed 
to find him there, becauſe they knew he 
went not with his diſciples, he told them 
that they followed on account of the 
loaves, and not on account of his doc- 
trine or miracles. Going into the ſyna- 
gogue, he took occaſion to recommend to 
them ſpiritual meat, the belief of his 
word, and receiving of his ſacrament; 
that myſtical food which nouriſhes to 
eternal life. Many were offended at this 
doctrine: ſome oppoſed the manna of 
Moſes to his bread of life; others, even 
of his diſciples, underſtanding literally 
what he meant figuratively, entirely for- 
{ook him, Jeſus aſked the twelve, whe- 


© Clagget's Paraph, in Joh. vi. 23. 
ther 
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ther they alſo intended to leave him; 
but Peter, always forward to expreſs his 
zeal, in the name of the reſt, made a 
declaration of their faith in Chriſt (as he 
did more remarkably afterwards). Jeſus 
however told them, that one of their own 
number (meaning Judas Iſcariot) was not 
ſincere. Jeſus ® went from thence to 
Jeruſalem to the Paſſover, which he cele- 
brated on the thirteenth of April!; and, 
to avoid the malice of the Jews, returned 
with haſte into Galilee *. A certain Pha- 
riſee there invited him to dinner, who, 
with others of his own ſect, took offence 


at Jeſus and his diſciples, becauſe they 


ate with unwaſhed hands, contrary to 
the cuſtom of the Jews. But Jeſus con- 
demned their traditions as vacating the 
commandments of God, particularly in 
the inſtance of honouring parents. He 
reproved their outward ſhew of holineſs; 
and charged them, as he did alſo the 
lawyers, with woeful hyprocriſy. He 
declared that it was not a ritual, but a 
moral uncleanneſs which defiled the man; 
the corruptions of the heart, not the foul- 


* Bunting's Trav. p. 460. i Ibid. k Ibid. 
1 Hammond in Matt. xv. as 
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neſs of the hands, which were criminal, 
He thus inſtructed the multitude to the 
diſguſt of the prejudiced Phariſees ; and, 


at the requeſt of Peter, more fully ex- 


plained himſelf in private to his diſciples, 
As he was going from thence into the 
borders of Tyre and Sidon, he went into 
a houſe to avoid the crowd. But a 
heathen woman of Canaan®, or a Syro- 
phenician, came to him, and intreated 
him for her young daughter, who was 
poſſeſſed with a devil; at firſt he ſeemed 
not to regard her, becauſe ſhe was not in 


the covenant of grace; but upon her im- 


portunity, and an extraordinary expreſſion 
of her faith, he ſent her home to her 
daughter with the aſſurance and benefit 
ofa cure. © | 

He returned from the coaſt of Tyre 
and Sidon toward the ſea of Galilee, 
over the country of Decapolis®; and he 
went and fat upon the top of a hill, 


where multitudes with various infirmities 


came to him, and were healed. Among 


m Hammond in Matt. xv. f. 


The cities of Decapolis belonged to the province of 
Syria, and were much intermixed with the tetrarchies of 
the Herodian family. Joſephus in Vit. Chriſt. p. 65.— 
Plini. Nat, Hiſt. lib. v. c. xvi. 

the 


JESUS CHRIST. 


the reſt he cured one who was deaf and mar. vi. 42. 
had an impediment in his ſpeech, whom 34+ 
he took aſide, put his fingers into his 

ears, and touched his tongue with ſpittle. 

In compaſſion to the infirmities of man- 

kind, and to teach us to commiſerate the 

calamities of others, with a ſigh and a 

word of authority he effected a perfect 

cure. Notwithſtanding the caution given 36. 
to the relieved perſon, he could not, from Matt. xv. 32. 
the ſurpriſing inſtances of his power and Mar. viii. 1. 
goodneſs, forbear to glorify the God of 

Iſrael. The multitude, to the number of 8. 
four thouſand, beſides women and chil- 

dren, he fed with ſeven loaves and a few Matt. xv. 37. 
ſmall fiſhes; and there were ſeven baſkets 

of fragments left to magnify the miracle. 


From thence he went with his diſciples 39. 
by water to the coaſt of Magdala, in the Mar. viii. 10. 
territory » or near the village of Dal- 11. 


manutha ?. The Phariſees and Saddu- Matt. xvi. 1. 
cees, being difſatisfied? with the anſwer Luk. xii. 54. 
which he before made to the ſame. 
queſtion, aſked him for a ſign from 
Heaven, From their ſagacity to diſcern 


o Blome's Hiſt. Chron. p. 208. 
Hammond in Mar. viii. 10. 
4 Hammond in Matt. vi. 1. 


Luk. xi. 58. 


Matt. xvi. 4. 
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Mar, viii. 14. 
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the event of the weather from the face of 
the ſky and the earth, he expoſed their 
ignorance in not diſcerning the times of 
the Meſſias from the miracles he wrought, 
and from the character given him by the 
prophets; that by receiving him they 
might make their peace with God, as a 
prudent man endeavours to do with his 
adverſary, Much grieved at their per- 
verſeneſs and obſtinacy , he refuſed them 
any other ſign than that of his reſur- 
rection, prefigured by Jonas. He then 
ſailed back to Bethſaida on the other fide, 
In his paſſage he * warned them of the 
leaven of the Phariſees, and of Herod ; 
but thinking that he meant to reprove 
them, becauſe they had forgotten to take 
bread with them, and that they were not 
to buy it of them, he upbraided their 
want of faith; that having twice ſeen 
and taſted of his miraculous power in 
multiplying the loaves, they ſhould be 
yet concerned about bread. They re- 
ceived it, however, as a caution againſt 


the falſe doctrines and hypocriſy of the 


Phariſees, 


r Hamm. Mar, viii. 12. Hamm. Matt. xvi. 6. 


When 


an 
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When he had landed at Bethſaida, a 


blind man was brought to him, whom he 
led out of the town, and, ſpitting upon his 
eyes, by degrees reſtored him to his per- 
fect ſight. But knowing the obſtinacy 
and unworthineſs of the people of the 
place, he ſent him home, and forbad him 


: to go into the town, or to tell any of the 
® inhabitants what God had done for him. 
A From thence he went forward to Jeru- 


1 falem* to the Feaſt of Pentecoſt, which 
n WM was on the ſecond of June; and when it 
e. vas ended he returned to Capernaum. 
ne falling to the towns of Cæſarea- Philippi, 
1. Wl after he had prayed with his diſciples “, 
ve he aſked them what opinion the world 
ke WM entertained of him. Though they ſaid 
not Ml it was various and different, yet when he 
cir W demanded their own ſentiments, as an 
een experiment of their faith, Peter, with his 
in I uſual fervour, acknowledged him to be 
be Wl the Chriſt. Jeſus then aſſured him he 
ſhould be a ſingular honour to the church, 
and promiſed him the power of the keys; 


which he afterwards did on the day of 


© Bunting's Trav. p. 451. 
Cave in Vit. Petr. 14. 
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as he did afterwards to the twelve, and 


63 


Mar. viii. 22. 


26. 


272 


Matt. xvi. 13 
Luk. ix. 18. 


20s 


Matt. xvi. 16. 
18. 


Mar. vili. 29. 


Matt, xvi. 20. 
Luk. ix. 21. 


22, 
Matt. xvi. 21. 
Mar. viii. 31. 


33+ 


Matt. xvi. 23. 


24. 
Matt. x. 38. 
Mar. viii. 34. 
Luk. ix. 23. 
Luk. xiv. 26. 

28. 

34. 


THE LIFE OF 


his reſurrection. He forbad them, how. 
ever, to publiſh that he was the Meſſias, 
to conceal his character, as well as, at 
other times, his cures. He then foretold 
his death and reſurrection, notwithſtand. 
ing the dignity of his perſon; and ſeverely 
rebuked Peter for attempting to diſſuade 
him from it. For though in him it was 
an error of reverence and love“, yet it 
ſeemed to have been ſuggeſted in oppoſi- 
tion to the great deſign for which Chriſt 
deſcended upon earth—the redemption of 
mankind by his death; and becauſe he 
betrayed ſome expectation of a temporal i} | 
kingdom. To correct this miſtaken no- 
tion he preached to them, and to the! 
people whom he had called about him, Ne. 
the neceſſity and advantage of ſelf. deniah N ic 
if they would be his diſciples. They Wo. 
were to prepare themſelves for the exer- gl 
ciſe of his duty, after the example of a 


man going to build, or a king deſigning 
to make war, by conſidering the difficul- 
ties in which they will be involved ; leſt 
their reſolution fail in the conflict, and 


they loſe both their labour and reward. on 
Cave in Vit, Petr. p. 16. ? #1 
Hammond in Mar. viii. 33. b nfl 


He 
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He aſſured them, at the ſame time, that Luk. ix. 27. 


there were ſome of them preſent who 


This was fully verified in the deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem *. 
Six days after this declaration“, as 


ſhould witneſs the eſtabliſhment of his Matt. xvi. 26. 
church, and demonſtration of his power. Mar. ix. 1. 


2, 


Jeſus was about to receive a ſpecimen of Matt. xvii. 1. 


it his future glory *, he took Peter, James, Luk. is, 28. 


and John, his three favourite diſciples, 
with him to Mount Tabor, a high hill 
not far from Nazareth. While he was 
praying, he was transfigured before them, 
his face ſhining as the ſun, and his raiment 
white as the light. Moſes and Elias, 'in 
their heavenly luſtre, diſcourſed with him 


our worſt condition. The fight of this 
glory ſo tranſported the diſciples, awak- 
in great extacy of mind, addreſſed him- 
hat they might there fix their habitation. 


\t the ſame time a voice from a cloud 
onfirmed the divinity and miſſion of 


* Hammond in Matt. xvi. o. Y? Ibid. in Luk. ix. 28. 
? Cave in Vit. Petr. 16. * Ibid, 27. 
vel F Chriſt, 


29» 


concerning his paſſion; denoting how Mar. ix. 2. 
ſeaſonable it is in our beſt, to think of Matt. xvii. 3. 


4. 
9. 


ſened out of a trance or ſleep *, that Peter, Mar. ix. g. 


To 


ef to Chriſt, and unadviſedly propoſed Luk. ix. 33. 
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Chriſt, and much amazed them till they 
were comforted and ſupported by their 
maſter. 'They looked up, and faw him 


alone. He then charged them not to dif- 


cover what they had ſeen till after his re- 
ſurrection; and explained to them con- 
cerning the coming of Elias, which they 
from hence underſtood was accompliſhed 
in John the Baptiſt. 

On the next day he returned to the reſt 
of his diſciples, with whom the Scribes 
were diſputing, and whom they were in- 
ſulting. At the earneſt requeſt, and on 
the faith of the father, he caſt out a 
dumb and deaf ſpirit from his only fon, 
which troubled him from his infancy, at 
certain times of the moon, with the fal- 
Iing-fickneſs ?. This evil ſpirit his other 
diſciples could not diſpoſſeſs; but, as he 
told them, it was through the want of 
proper means and ſuſhcient faith. 

He paſſed from thence privately 
through Galilce, and in the way to Ca- 
pernaum he again reminded his diſciples 
of his death and reſurrection; to prepare 
them for his paſſion, and to wean them 


d Hammond in Matt. xvii, c. 
* Blome's Rift, Chron, p. 242. 
from 
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from the thoughts of a ſecular kingdom, 

Their thoughts were ſtill turned to worldly 

grandeur, diſputing about precedence and 

ſuperiority, until they arrived at Caper- Lak. ix. 46. 

naum: when Jeſus inſtructed them upon Matt. xvii. 1. 

that ſubject by a lively emblem of a little Mar, ix. 33. 

child, whom he called to him, and re- 

commended that meekneſs of temper and 

harmleſs diſpoſition which is found in 37. 

them; and that whoever ſhall entertain Mare, viii. 5, 

or treat with kindneſs any one, as humble Lak. ix. 48. 

and innocent as a little child, ſhall be re- 

warded as if he had received and enter- 

* WM tained Chriſt himſelf. 49+ 
In the midſt of this diſcourſe, John in- Mar. ix. 38. 

terrupted him and told him, that they for- 


„bad one (probably a diſciple of John the 

er Baptiſt) to caſt out devils in his name, 

he WW becauſe he was not of their company. 

ol W But Jeſus ſaid that he ought not to be 39. 
diſcouraged; for he would not lightly Luk. ix. 50. 

a blaſpheme his name who uſed it with 

FE 


ſucceſs to ſuch purpoſes. Then, reſum- 

ing his former argument, he told them, Matt. x. 42. 
that the leaſt ſervices done to a diſciple Matt. xvii. 6. | 
ſhould be remembered; but that whoever Mar. ix. 41. | 
ſhould offend, diſcourage 4, or withdraw 42. 

from his duty any ſincere, well-diſpoſed Luk. xvii. 1. 


4 Hammond in Matt. xi. c. 
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Chriſtian ſhould be puniſhed : that what- 


ever may enſnare ourſelves or pervert 
others, though it were as dear and ag 
vſeful to us as the principal members of 
our body, is moſt readily to be parted 
from, rather than expoſe us to irreverſible 
condemnation. As a man 1s folicitous for 
a ftray ſheep, and a woman for a loſt 
piece of ſilver, ſo is God unwilling that 
any ſhould periſh; but, from the example 
of the prodigal ſon, rejoices to receive the 
returning penitent. To this purpoſe he 
directed them, both by private admoni. 
tion and public cenſure, to endeayour to 
reclaim their offending brother, and, in 
anſwer to Peter's queſtion, exhorted them 
to forgive him upon his repentance, 
though the injury be ever fo frequent: 
or as the king retracted his pardon of a 
large debt from his ſervant, becauſe he 
was unmerciful to his fellow, ſo will 
God deal with them—deny that favour 
to the uncharitable which they themſelves 
refuſe to others. 

While he was at Capernaum, and in 
Peter's houſe, the tax-gatherers demanded 
of Peter the tribute that every Jew *, 
above twenty years of age, paid f annually 


C0; 


pet 
fall 
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Hamm. Matt. xvii, e. f Cave in Vit. Petr. p. 17. 
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to the uſe of the temple—in value of 
money about fifteen pence. After ſhewing 
to Peter his exemption, Jeſus ordered him 
to pay it rather than give offence; and he 


ſhould be enabled to do it by going to the Matt. xvii. 27. 


lake, and catching a fiſh, which ſhould 
contain as much money in its mouth as 
would be ſufficient for both their offer- 


ings. The Feaſt of Tabernacles approach- Joh. vii. 2. 


ing, Jeſus refuſed to go to Jeruſalem in 
company with his relations, who ambi- 
tiouſly urged him that he might there 
diſplay his power. But he went from 
Galilee, where he had been ſome time, pri- 
vately, that he might not rouſe the jealouſy 
of his enemies, and expoſe himſelf to 
the malice of the Jews, who conſpired 


againſt his life. 


In his journey to Jeruſalem, he ſent Luk. ix. 51. 


James and John before him to a village 
of the Samaritans to provide ſome ac- 
commodations for him ; but the people, 
perceiving that he was going to Jeru- 
lalem, refuſed to entertain him, from that 


$4+ 
54. 


profeſſed averſion s each nation had to the Joh. iv. 9. 
other. The two zealous meſſengers were 
angry, and prefled their maſter to chaſtiſe 
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their inſolence by fire from Heaven; aſter 
the example of Elias, formerly near that 
place. But he reproved the kerceneſs of 
their ſpirit, becauſe it was inconſiſtent 
with the mild temper of the Goſpel, 
He then left them, and retired to ano— 
ther village“. He reproved many in the 


way, who, upon ceremonious conditions, 


offered to follow him; intimating, that 
good purpoſes are to be diligently and 
readily proſecuted, that they may not be 
diverted by the formalities or affairs of 
the world. In this journey alſo ſeventy 
other of his diſciples, anſwerable to the 
number choſen by Moſes for his aſſiſt- 
ance, were taken into his ſervice, an! 
ſent two and two, on the ſame complaint 
about the ſame ſeaſon, with the ſame in- 
ſtructions and miraculous powers as he 
had before given the twelve. But their 
commiſſion was reſtrained to thoſe parti- 
cular places which be himſelf intended to 
viſit, to prepare the minds of men for 
the reception of him and his doctrine. 


n Hammond in Luk. ix. 56. 
i Blome's Hiſt. Chron. 89. For the names 1 0 the 
ſeventy, vid. Philip, Berg. Suppl. Chron, p. 165. 


Becauſe 
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Becauſe he did not immediately ſhew 
himſelf after his arrival at Jeruſalem, 
diſputes aroſe among the people concern- 
ing him. But about the middle of the 
feaſt he appeared publicly in the temple, 
arg. upbraided them with their perverſe 
oppoſition and contempt of him; and on 
the laſt and great day of the ſolemnity *, 
the fifteenth of October, he invited them 
to the belief of his doctrine by the pro- 
miſe of the Holy Ghoſt. The Phariſees, 
having heard this, with the chief ! prieſts 
they ſent officers to take him; but they 
were ſo amazed at his doctrine, that they 
returned without moleſting him. To allay 
the violence of their rage, Nicodemus in- 
terpoſed in the Sanhedrim, and is therefore 
ſuſpected of being a favourer of Jeſus. 

Withdrawing at night to the Mount of 
Olives, and lodging in Bethany —probably 


> Bunting's Trav. p. 452. 


| Twenty-four families ſp:inging from the two ſons of 
Agron, between whom the office of prieſt was divided by 
David (1 Chron. 24.), and each appointed by weekly ro- 
tation to perform the office of the ſanctuary; the chief 
or head of each fami'y was termed a chief prieſt. From 
whence we ſo often read of the meetings and cos ſultations 
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Sanhedrim, Godwin Judg. Antiq. p. 1$.-Hammond 
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at the houſe of Lazarus—he returned 
early the next morning into the temple, 
and taught the people. The Scribes and 
Phariſces, intending either to impeach his 
juſtice or his mercy, brought to him a 
woman taken in the act of adultery. But 
after apparent negligence, he appealed to 


their own conſciences as guilty of crimes 
equally heinous”, The ſelf-condemned 


| a accuſers gradually withdrew from his pre- 


Luk. xii. 1 3. 


Joh. vii. 11. 


ſence; and though he here declined the 
office of a judge, (as at another time in 
the caſe of the quarrelſome brothers,) yet 


he ſent her away not without a monitory 


reprimand. When in the treaſwry, he 
proceeded to inſtruct the people, and ex- 


plained the nature of his doctrine. At 


which the Phariſees objected; but he 
confirmed it by the concurring teſtimony 
of his Father, by whom he was ſent into 
the world. As many were ſatisfied with 
this explanation, he proceeded to declare 
to the unbelieving Jews o, that both in ho- 
nour and time he was before Abraham, 
their boaſted father, to whom they were 
unlike, becauſe of their wickedneſs. 
They were enraged at this reflection, and 


= Hammond in Joh. viii 9. ® Ibid, 33. 
x took 


tet 
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| took up ſtones to caſt at him as a blaſ- 
phemer; but he retreated, with the divine 


aſſiſtance, unhurt' Obſerving a man, Joh. ix. 1. 
; who was born blind, fitting down near 
A the temple intreating charity, ſome of his 
t diſciples aſked him, whether it was for 2. 


o his own or for the ſins of his parents, 
chat he ſuffered this misfortune. He told 
4 I them, (as in the caſe of the Galileans,) 


>. chat temporal evils are not always the 3. 
xc eſect and evidence of extraordinary 
in | crimes. He then with clay, tempered 6. 


et | vith ſpittle, and ſpread upon the eyes of 

ry the blind man, ſent him to waſh. in the 

he pool of Siloam. Not that Siloam had 

x- moe a natural virtue to cure blindneſs 2 Kin. v. 
At Than Jordan to cure leproſy, or ſalt to 2 Kia. ii. 21. 
he correct the waters of Jericho; but he 

ny ho gave the orders made the impreſſion, 

ito ind, like other ſacred rites, it derived its 

ith Neſſcacy from the divine inſtitution. After Joh. ix. 7. 
are doing as he was commanded, he returned 

ho- Nvith the reſtoration of his ſight. But 14. 
im, Ibecauſe this miracle was performed upon 

ere Ihe Sabbath-day, the Sanhedrim were of- 

eſs. Ifended; and as ſoon as they had exa- 34. 
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mined the man, they excommunicated 
him. Jeſus however afterwards met him, 
and, upon the confeſſion of his faith, re- 
ceived him into the number of his Gif. 
ciples, and reproved the finful obſtinacy 
of the Phariſees, 

When the ſeventy were now returned 
to him at Jeruſalem, rejoiced at the ſuc- 
ceſs of their miſhon, he told them that 
Satan was diſpoſſeſſed of his power, and 
nothing elſe could hurt them; and di- 
reed them rather to rejoice in their title 
to eternal life. A certain lawyer imper- 
tinently aſked him, how he could attainſ « 
this eternal life. He referred him to the 
duties of the law, comprehended in our t 
love to God and our neighbour ; and, bye 
the parable of the good Samaritan relicy-ſ v 
ing the diſtreſſed Jew, taught him toff t. 
eſteem every man, of whatever conntrylſ c: 
or condition, his neighbour. g 

In departing from thence to Bethan) 
he was entertained by Martha %, who waY to 
buſy in providing for her gueſts, and ref an 
quired her younger fiſter Mary's aſliſtto 
ance. But Mary was attentive to the infſte: 
ſtruQtion of Chriſt; and he reproved heſ Bu 


2 The eldeſt fiſter of Lazarus and Mary. 


tc 
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too great ſolicitude in ſecular concerns, 
(which he had forbidden in his ſermon on 
the .mount,) and commended Mary for 
the more prudent care of her ſoul, 

After his return to Galilee, and he had 
been employed in prayer, deſired by one 
of his difciples who wanted a form of 
prayer, (as John the Baptiſt had given his 
prayer,) he preſcribed them in their ſo- 
lemn addreſſes that comprehenſive form 
of words called the Lord's Prayer, which, 
upon a former occaſion, he had recom- 
mended only as a pattern in his ſermon 
on the mount. And from a ſimilitude of 
the importunity of a friend, he incited 
them to earneſtneſs and fervency in their 
devotions, as a proper method to prevail 
with their Father in Heaven to ſupply 
their wants; who is himſelf more in- 


clined than our earthly parents to give 


good gifts to his children, 

Being deſired by one of the company 
to divide the inheritance between him 
and his quarrelſome brother, he declined 
to interfere, having no authority to de- 
termine either in civil or capital caſes, 
But from this quarrel he took occaſion to 
caution them againſt covetouſneſs; the 

folly 


Luk. x. 42» 


Luk. xi. 1. 


13. 


Luk. xii. 1 J» 


15. 
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Luk, xii. 16. 
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Matt. vi. 25, 


Luk. xii. 31 . 
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folly of which, he expoſed by the parable 


of a rich man who wiſhed to enlarge his 
barns that they might contain the in- 
creaſe of his ſtock, when on that night 
he was to die. So unwiſe, ſays he, is 
« every one who lays up treaſure for 
cc himſelf, and is not rich towards God,” 
who ſtudies only to augment, not to do 
good with his wealth; and, as on other 
occaſions, he cenſured an over-anxious 
care for the things of this world. He 
then exhorted them to be always ready 
for his coming, like faithful and diligent 
ſervants who expeCt the return of their 
lord; or as a man would be when he 1s 
apprehenſive of a thief. 'To the queſtion 


Matt. xxiv, 43- Of Peter, whether this caution was to his 
45. apoſtles only or to all his diſciples, Jeſus 


told them they were ſtewards in the 
houſchold of God, and were therefore 
principally concerned; yet that every 
Chriſtian will be rewarded in proportion 


48. to his diligence and improvement. But 


Luk. xii. 45. 


Luk. xiii, 1. 


* 


if any one ſhall abuſe his truſt by pride, 
cruelty, or intemperance, he will be ſur- 
priſed in his falſe ſecurity, and finally 
puniſhed. When he was told of the 
unhappy fate of certain Galileans, per- 


ſons: 


GO OO ww 
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ſons” of the faction of Judas“ Gaulo- 
nita, who denied the authority of the 
Roman emperor, whom Pilate had mo- 
leſted at their devotion, and mingled 
their blood with their ſacrifices, from 
whence ſome concluded them to be the 
greateſt ſinners, he ſuggeſted the un- 
charitableneſs of ſo ſevere an inference, 
and exhorted every one to a ſpeedy re- 
pentance; otherwiſe they will periſh by 
as certain, and perhaps a more terrible 
calamity, than befel the Galileans, or 
even thoſe on whom the tower of 
Siloe ſell. He enforced this doctrine by 
a parable of the unprofitable fig tree, 
which the planter at firſt carefully nurſed ; 
but if it anſwered neither his labour nor 


Hammond in Luk. xiii. 1. 

5 This is the perſon alluded to by Gamaliel (AQs 
v. 37.), who, when Auguſtus Cæſar ſent Cyrenius to 
make a ſecond taxation of the Jews upon the depoſition 
of Archelaus, ſet up for the champion of popular liberty, 
telling the people that tribute was a mark of ſervitude, 
and that they ought to acknowledge no power but that of 
God, This excited a rebellion, which terminated in the 
miſery and ruin of their country. { Joſeph. Antiq. Jud. 
. xviii, c. i.) But notwithſtanding the Jews generally 
inclined to this doctrine, and many of them publicly 
avowed it, diſowning the Roman authority, the Gali. 
leans, for their factious obſtinacy, were, by the order of 
Pilate, Nain at their devotions. Luk. xiii. 1,-Ham- 
mond in Act. v. h. - Godwin Antiq Jud. p. 59. hi 

| 13 


Luk. xili. 3y 


&. 


„ 
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Matt xxl. 19. 


Luk. Xiil, 10. 


14. 


22. 


31. 


32. 
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his patience, and till proved unſruitful, 
Cut it down, ſays he, why encumbers it the 


ground ? 


On the Sabbath day in the ſynagogue 
he cured a woman who had been op- 
preſſed with an infirmity for eighteen 
years; at which, as a breach of the Sab- 
bath, the ruler of the ſynagogue was of- 
fended. Jeſus rebuked his hypocrily ; 
and from their compaſſion for their own 
cattle, he argued the propriety of works 
of mercy on the Sabbath-day. 

As he travelled from town to town 
toward Jeruſalem he taught his diſciples. 
And on the way, in anſwer to a curious 
queſtion concerning the number of thoſe 
who ſhould be ſaved, he inſtructed them 
that much earneſtneſs and care were re- 
quiſite to ſecure their ſalvation ; that out- 
ward privileges, without a life of piety, 
would not ſecure them future happineſs ; 
and that the obedient Gentiles ſhould be 
admitted to the divine favour before the 
perverſe Jews. To divert this diſcourſe, 
which offended many of them, ſome of 
the Phariſees ſuggeſted to him the danger 


| to which he was expoſed from Herod; 


by which they deſigned to fright hin out 
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of Galilee within his juriſdiction. But 
he deſpiſed thoſe fears; for it was not 
that a prophet ſhould periſh out of Jeru- 
ſalem; and then, as at ſeveral other 
times, lamented the approaching fate of 
that bloody city. 

On the Sabbath-day he was invited to 
dinner at the houſe of one of the chief 
Phariſees, and there cured a man of the 
dropſy. Becauſe they contended for pre- 
cedency at the table, he reproved their 
pride, and recommended humility ; and 
taught them to regard rather the poor than 
the rich in their entertainments. One 
who was at the table, pleaſed with this 
diſcourſe, ſaid, “ It was indeed much 
© happier to be feaſted or rewarded by 
© God than by man.” But Jeſus ſaid *, 
Je Jews, to whom this happineſs was 
* firſt offered, have made yourſelves, by 
your obſtinacy, unworthy of it; and it 
will therefore be beſtowed on the Gen- 


tiles.“ Thus the king in the parable, 


rho, when he had made a great mar- 
age-ſupper, and invited many of his 
riends and acquaintances to partake of 


t on ſome frivolous excuſe, they not 


1 a Etzmmond i in Luk. xiv. 36. 
- S only 
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15. 


16. 


3, 
=; 


* 
* 


Luk. xiv. 18. 
23. 


Matt. xxil. 11. 
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only refuſed to come, but abuſed his ſer. 
vants. He became angry, and ſent and 
invited, and even compelled other gueſts, 
The ſame will be the caſe with the Jews, 
who, preferring their * worldly advan- 


tages before the offer of grace firſt made 


| 
to them, will be rejected and puniſhed; WW | 
while the Gentiles, by the preaching and WF , 


to the belief, and ſhare the rewards of 
the Goſpel: though upon them alſo who 
want the wedding garment of holineſs, 
and who continue in fin under the Chriſt- 
ian profeſſion, moſt ſad and direful 
vengeance will be taken. Having thus 
reproved the Phariſees for their pride 
and perverſeneſs, he proceeded to explain 
to his diſciples the true uſe of riches; 
and, by the ſimile of the unjuſt ſteward, 
he exhorted them to be as wiſe and in-] 
duſtrious in the diſtribution of their 
wealth, to increaſe their treaſure and re- fer, 
ward in Heaven, as worldly-minded men &- 
are to improve their preſent fortune and {oren 
intereſt, and not to be exceeded in zeal, 
prudence, and application, by other ma- n (, 
nagers of this mammon of unrighteouſ- 


Hammond in Luk. xiv, 16. 
neſs, 
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neſs. The covetous Phariſees ſcoffed at Luk. xvi. 14. 


this doctrine: to ſhew therefore the till 
greater danger of uncharitableneſs and a 
BB voluptuous life, he delivered to them the 
parable of the rich man and Lazarus, in 
which the good things of this world 
being miſapplied, tend only to make us 
more miſerable in the next. 
0 From thence he went to Jeruſalem to 
he Feaſt of Dedication », which he at- 
tended; to teach us to conform, not only 
to divine inſtitutions, but to human ap- 
pointments, when they have a tendency 
to promote religion“. Under the ſimi- 
ltude of the good Shepherd and the 
Sheep, he reproved the pride and covet- 
un Wouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
> (who, whilſt they pretended to inſtruct 


in- ” The Feaſt of Dedication was an annual feſtival of 

„wan inſtitution, appointed by Judas Maccabeus, in 
len Brommemoration of the new conſecration of the altar, 
re- er, it had been profaned by Antiochus, (1 Macc. iv. 
50.) It was obſerved for eight days from the twenty- 
tth day of the month Caſten, which is the ſame as 
and {orember the twenty-fourth. (Hammond in Joh. x. 22.) 
odwin places it in December. (Antiq. Jud. p. 138.) 
here was a ſolemn dedication of the temple by Solo- 
on (1 Kin. viii.) ; and alſo when it was rebuilt after 
e captivity (Ezr. vi.) ; but of theſe there was no annual 
mmemoration, | 


” Nelſon's Feaſts, p. 68. EDN 
G lk the 


Joh. 2. 22, 
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the people in the way to ſalvation, ſought 

principally to enrich and magnify them- 
Joh. x. 11. ſelves. He ſaid he was the good Shep- 
* herd who had a ſincere care for his flock, 
n and was ready to lay down his life for 
7- their benefit and ſecurity: that he was 

the door—the way to Heaven; and that, 

through belief in him, every one, whe— 

ther Jew or Gentile, ſhould be placed in 

24. a ſtate of ſalvation. In anſwer to the 
queſtion, whether he was the Chrift or 

not, put to him by ſome of the Jews as 

he walked in the temple in Solomon's 

30. porch, he declared himſelf the Meſſias, 

and of one and the fame eſſence with the 

Father. So enraged were they at this 

conſeſſion, that they were about to ſton: 

31. him for a blaſphemer *; but he appealed 


32> to his miracles, and ſoftened the expreſſ tic 
34 fion. They were however not appeaſecſ an 
and Y would carry him before the Sanhe cin 
drim; but he went out, and eſcapei tos 


from their violence. 
He proceeded to Bethabara bey * 
39- Jordan, where many reſorted to him bot 
Matt. x'x. 1. for cure and for inſtruction. Here Ix a 
tarried ſome weeks, and repreſented be m 


* Joh. viii. 59. Y Hammond in Joh. x. 39. ol. 
tl 
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dirorce. He ſhewed his diſciples the 
danger of living in an unmarried ſtate, 
unleſs they were diſabled from marriage 
by Nature, or unlawful violence, or had 


| ho 
the Phariſees the unreaſonableneſs of Matt. xix. 11. 


Mar, x. I. 


13. 


the peculiar gift of continence. He re- Matt. xix. 13. 


ceived little children with his bleſſing x, 
and reproved his diſciples for forbidding 
them to be brought to him; and he re- 
commended to all the meekneſs and ſim- 
plicity of their temper. 

While Jeſus was in that country be- 
yond Jordan, he received a meſſage from 
Mary“ that his beloved Lazarus was ſick; 
whom yet, for his own greater glory, and 
the fuller conviction of others, he ſuf- 
fered to languiſh and die. Here he re- 
mained two days longer, and then men— 
tioned his deſign of going into Judea 
and contrary to the opinion of all his diſ- 
ciples, except Thomas, he went forward 
toward Bethany. 


? Hammond in Matt, xix. 15. 


The ſiſter of Lazerus and Martha, whom Chriſt com- 
mended for her diligent attention to his docttine, and who 
fix days before the laſt Paſſover anointed his feet, which 
he much approved. She is ſaid by ſome to be the ſame 
with Mary Magdalene. J. Edwards Diic. of Script. 
vol. ii. p. 325, 
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Luk. xwbiii. 


Joh. xi. t. 


15. 


Mar. x. 17+ 


Matt. xix. 22 


Mar. x. 22. 
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Luk. xviii. 18. 


23. 


Matt. xix. 23. 
Luk. xvili. 24. 
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CHAP. V. 


The fourth Year of our Lord's Miniſtry, 
to the Paſſion Week. 


] ESUS®*, in his way to Bethany, reſolved 
the queſtion of an inquiſitive young noble. 
man, how he might attain eternal lite; 
who, glorying in his exact obſervance of 
the law, was yet unwilling to leave his 
eſtate, that he might arrive at the per- 
fection of a Chriſtian®. Upon this in- 
cident. Jeſus took an opportunity to in- 
veigh againſt truſt in riches, and explain- 
ed, by the ſimile of the impoſſibility of a 
camel paſſing through the eye of a needle, 
the great difficulty of ſuch rich men en- 
tering into the kingdom of Heaven. 
Peter, taking notice that they had for- 
ſaken all for his ſake, he aſſured them 
that ſuch people ſhould not loſe by his 
ſervice ; but that, whoever ſhould on that 
account forego the comforts © or poſſeſ- 
ſions of this life, there ſhould be an hun- 


2 Bunting's Trav. p. 472. 
d Hammond in Matt. xix. b. 
© Hammond in 2 Pet. iii. c. 


dred 


dred 
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dred fold added to him, if it prove ad- 
vantageous or conſiſtent * with the ſtate 
to which he is called; and be alſo cer- 
tain of immortal life, where every one 
of the faithful ſervants of God ſhall be 
rewarded, not according to the time of 
their call, but according to their ſincerity, 
prudence, and zeal in his ſervice: like 
the houſeholder who, at different hours 
of the day, hired labourers into his vine- 
yard with equal wages, ſupplying the 
want of an early call (as St. Paul did, 
1 Cor. xv. 10.) by double diligence and 
more abundant labour *. 

Arriving at Bethany, he found Lazarus 
had been dead four days, and laid in his 
grave, which was covered with a ſtone ; 
circumſtances which render the miracle 
ſtill more illuſtrious. Condoling then 
with the diſconſolate ſiſters (recommending 
thereby the tenderneſs of natural affection, 
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Luk. xvili. 30. 
Matt. xix. 30. 


Mar. x. 31. 


Matt. XX. I. 


Ich. xi. 17. 


33. 


and juſtifying our ſorrow for the loſs of 


friends) in the preſence of many of the 
Jews, who came to comfort Martha and 


* {Mary upon their brother's death, and lifting 


up his eyes to Heaven, with the voice of 


Cave in Vit. Petr, p. 18. 
Hammond in Matt, xxx. b. 


G 3 Omni- 


41. 


Luk. xvii, 11. 


I2. 
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Omnipotence, he called him from his 
ſepulchre, though bound hand and foot 
with the cloaths of the grave. This 
miracle gained many to the faith, and in- 
cenſed others; and the Phariſees hearing 
of it, with the chief prieſts, called a 
council, and, upon the prophetic advice 
of their high pricſt * Caiaphas, reſolved 
to put him to death. Upon which he 


retired to a city near the wilderneſs, 


called Ephraim, and there remained ſome 
time with his diſciples, 

The Jewiſh Paſſover was now ap- 
proaching, and he took a circuits through 
the midſt of Samaria and Galilee, and 
went up to Jeruſalem. In a certain vil- 
lage there met him ten lepers, who, with 
united voices, begged the mercy of a 


cure, As a trial therefore of their faith, 


and as a proof of the cure, he ſent them 


f This office was at fir!t entailed by the divine ap- 
pointment on the eldeſt of Aaron's family by hereditary 
ſucceſſion, and thus continued for many years. But the 
country ſubmitiing to the Roman yoke, this ordinance 
was then changed; and not only the lineal deſcendant of 
Aaron not allowed to ſucceed, but others nominated at 
the pleaſure of the Roman governor, and removed or 
continued at his will. (Hammond in Luk. iii. c.) Who- 


ever had once borne this office was ever afterwards {tiled 


high prieſt, 


s Wells Harmony, p. 58. 
to 


JESUS CHRIST. 


to the prieſts for their teſtimony, But Luk. xvii, 15. 


one of them on the way finding himſelf 
healed, returned and glorified God ; as 
the others alſo were, although they had 
not ſo much gratitude. This perſon 
being a Samaritan, Jeſus reproved the 
pride and obſtinacy of the Jews, (of 
which ſect the others were ſuppoſed to 
be,) becauſe they had not fo grateful a 


ſenſe of the mercy of God as this ſtranger 


to the covenant of grace : for the Sama- 
ritans were thus eſteemed by the Jews b. 
The Phariſees demanded of him when 
the kingdom of God ſhould come? He 
anſwered them, that the time of his 
vengeance will come on them ſuddenly, 
as the flood on the old world, and the 
deſtruction on Sodom ; and that none 
ſnould eſcape by any baſe compliance or 
worldly prudence, but ſuch as Noah and 
Lot, the true and faithful ſervants of 
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26. 
28. 


God. He proceeded to inſtruct them in Matt. xxiv. 37. 


the duty of prayer: directing them to Luk. will. 1. 


earneſtneſs and aſſiduity, from the exam- 
ple of the unjuſt judge and importunate 
widow; and to an humble and contrite 


* Hammond in Luk, xvil, 18. 
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Luk. xviii. 41. 


Matt. xx. 17. 


Mar. x. 32+ 


Matt. xx. 20. 
Mar. x. 35. 
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frame of mind, from the inſtance of the 
Phariſee and the publican i. 

As he was going to Jeruſalem to the 
Paſſover he took the twelve afide, and to 
prepare them for his ſufferings, he fore- 
told to them, as he had ſeveral times 
before intimated, what ſhould happen to 
him. But they yet flattered themſelves 
with the temporal reign of the Meſſiah *, 
He reprehended the ambitious requeſt of 
the two ſons of Zebedee! for the chief 
places of dignity in his kingdom, al- 
though it was made * in a modeſt and re- 
ſpectful manner by their mother“ Salome, 


1 Toll-gatherers to the Romans; collectors of thoſe 
taxes which the Romans impoſed upon the Jews in token 
of their ſubjection. Theſe men, though of honourable 
repute among the Romans (Cave in Vi:. Matt. p. 180.), 
were odious to the Jews (Hammond in Matt. ix. c.); 
not only for their covetouſneſs and exaction, but from 
the nature of their office, becauſe it was a perpetual 
inſtance of the ſlavery of the Jews. Nelſon's Feaſts, 
p. 375. 

k Vid Juſtin Martyr's Dialogue with Trypho, p. 153. 
&c.—Bull's Harmonia Apoſtolica, pars poſterior, ch, 
xv, &c. 

Hammond in Matt, x. 35.— Luk. vii. a. 

n Cave in Vit. Jac. 147. 

® The wife of Zebedee, and ſuppoſed to be the 
daughter of Alpheus. She was one of the women who 
ſtood by the crofs. 


a cou- 


the 
who 


U- 


4 
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a couſin-german ® of the Virgin Mary; 
and reduced the other ten, who were of- 
fended, from his own example, to humi- 
lity and condeſcenſion, and promiſed them 
a ſhare in the government of the church 
for adhering to him. 

As they went from Jericho he cured 
two blind beggars, one of which was 
Bartimæus, who importunately cried after 
him, and who became his diſciple. 

Near to Jericho lived Zaccheus, a rich 
and principal publican, who, deſirous to 
ſee Jeſus, climbed into a Sycamore tree out 
of the crowd. There Jeſus ſaw him, and 
invited himſelf to his houſe. Zaccheus 
haſtened down, went to him, and joyfully 
received him; and, upon his repentance, 
was accepted as a diſciple. His curioſity 
made way for his converſion; and, from 
an exactor, he became an example of 
righteouſneſs. 

Being arrived near to Jeruſalem, (that 
they might be undeceived in their expect- 
ations of aſſuming a temporal kingdom,) 
by the ſimilitude of a certain nobleman 
who went into a foreign kingdom, and 
who diſtributed among his ſervants a 


® Nelſon's Feaſts, p. 356, 
ſtock 
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29. 
Mar. x. 46. 


Luk. xxii. 24. 
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Luk. xviii. 35. 


Luk. xix. 1. 
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Luk. xix, 1 5, 


20. 


Joh. xl. 1. 
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ſtock with which they might traffic dur. 
ing his abſence, whom he rewarded on 
his return according to the advantages 
each had made, he repreſented to them, 
that he was about to receive his kingdom 
in Heaven; and as he had entruſted his 
ſervants with ſeveral gifts and graces to 
be employed to the glory of God, ſo he 
would reward them at the laſt day ac- 
cording to their feveral improvements, 
and puniſh the negligent and ſlothful. 
To the ſame purpoſe he alſo delivered his 
parable of the talents. 


Ce —_— — A. At % 


S 


The Paſſion Week until our Lord ; 
Apprebenſion. 


Six days before the Paſſover Jeſus ar- 
rived at Bethany, and on the Sabbath 
ſupped with Lazarus, where Martha, the 
ſiſter of Lazarus, ſerved ; while Mary“, 
the other ſiſter, brought a box of oint- 
ment of very coſtly ſpikenard, and anoint- 


Hammond in Luk. vii, b. 


ed 
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ed his feet. Judas Iſcariot d ſeemed to be 
concerned at ſuch an expence, conceal- 
ing his covetouſneſs under pretence of 
charity. Jeſus reproved him, and com- 
mended Mary, becauſe ſhe had done a 
good and ſeaſonable work in anointing 
him for his burial. Here the houſe was 
thronged with people, whoſe curiofity had 
drawn them as much to ſee Lazarus as 
Jeſus; and becauſe he had cauſed many 
to become the diſciples of Jeſus, the chief 
prieſts conſulted to put him alſo to death. 
On the next day he went from Bethany 
to Jeruſalem, But as he was on the 
road, he ſent two of his diſciples ©—pro- 
bably Peter and John—into the oppolite 
village to bring an aſs tied there, with a 
colt: on which colt, with the joyful ac- 
clamations of the multitude, carrying 
palms in their hands, and ſpreading their 
cloaths in the way, he made his triumph- 
ant entry into Jeruſalem; in accompliſh- 
ment of the prophecy e, but to the great 
diſcontent of the Phariſees, 


> Hamm. Matt. xxvi. 14.—Nelſon's Feaſts, p. 1 «6. 
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When he came near to the city he 


Matt, xxi. 10, wept over it, from a ſenſe of its ſpeedy 


Mar. xi. 11. 


Luk. xix. 39. 
41. 


and terrible fate. He then went into the 
temple, where he cured the blind and the 
lame; the children crying, © Hoſanna to 


Matt. xxl. 14. „ the ſon of David.” But the chief prieſt © 


15. 


Joh. xii. 20. 


23. 


27. 


Matt. xxvi. 39. a prayer ſimilar to that in the garden) he 


Joh. xii. 25. 


expect to ſhare his ſufferings, and follow 


finiſhed: the people ſaid it was thunder, 
But he told them it was for their convic- 


and ſcribes reſented this popular applanſe, 
At this time certain proſelyte Greeks 

were deſirous to ſee and converſe with i 
him, and applied to Philip, who, with An- i © 
drew, introduced them to their maſter; MW ” 
who took occaſion to tell them, that the ©! 
time was come when the Son of Man 0 
ſhould be manifeſted, not to the Jews 
only, but alſo to the Gentiles : that, as a 
grain of corn, which dies in the ground, 
brings forth much increaſe, ſo by his 
death (which thought ſtruck horror into 
his mind as man, and extorted from him 


ſhould obtain many diſciples, who mult 


his example to partake of his glory. A 
voice then came from Heaven as he 


tion, and ſuggeſted to them the end and 


f Janſenii Comm. p. 775. 
manner 
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manner of his death; and becauſe his jch. xii. 31. 


time was ſhort, he preſſed them to em- 
brace the preſcnt opportunity of learning 
his doctrines. He then withdrew from 
them; and, to prevent jealouſy, return- 
ed in the evening with the twelve to 
Bethany. 


curſed the fig-tree; on which there was 
no fruit, becauſe of the unſeaſonableneſs 
of the year®: an emblem of his ſeverity 
an to unfruicful profeſſors. As ſoon as he 


ad, beginning and ending his miniſtry in pu- 


The next morning, as he was return- Matt. xxi. 18, 
ing from Bethany, and being hungry, he Mar. xi. 12. 
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32. 


35 


15. 


reached the city, he went into the temple, Matt. xxi. x2. 
and drove out all the profaners of it; Luk. xix. 45. 


his nfying the temple; to inſpire us with a Pf. xciii. 6. 


holy zeal for the honour of God's houſe, 
and that it ſhould be our firſt and laſt 
concern to appropriate the church to the 


\uſt ſacred offices of religion. At this in- Matt. xi. 15. 
low tance of eccleſiaſtical authority the chief Mar. zi. 18. 
A rieſts and ſcribes were offended, and Luk. xix. 47. 


he Fonſulted to deſtroy him. But in the Matt. xxi. 17. 
der Evening he left the city, and went again Mar. xi. 19. 


0 Bethany. 
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hs Mn. 


Mar. xi. 20. 


Matt. xxi. 20. 


21+ 
Luk. xvii. 6. 


Mar. xi. 23. 


25. 

Matt. xx1. 22. 

23. 
Mar. xi. 27. 
Luk. xvil. 7. 
Luk. Xxx. 1» 
4. 

Matt. xxi. 25+ 
Mar. xi. 30. 


Matt. xxi. 23. 


33 


Mar, xii. 1. 
Luk. xx. 9. 
19. 
20. 


Matt. xxli. 2. 
Matt. xxi. 45. 


Matt. xxii. 15. 


Mar. xii. 12, 


Jeſus, that the fig-tree was withered; 


THE LIFE OF 


As they were returning to“ Jeruſalem 
the next morning, Peter obſerved to 


who, as on a former occaſion, magnified 
the efficacy of faith, and urged the ne- 
ceſſity of prayer and forgiveneſs, and the 
uſe of other means as their duty, like 
hired ſervants, to perform, After he 
entered Jeruſalem he walked into the 
temple, and the Sanhedrim demanded by 
what authority he taught and performed 
ſuch things. He evaded the anſwer by x 
contrary queſtion concerning the baptiſm 
of John, which they refuſed to anſwer, 
and he alſo refuſed to ſatisfy them; and Pe 
by the parable of the man who had two ce: 
ſons, whom he ſent into his vineyard, me 
he ſhewed the reception of the Gentiles co: 
upon their repentance, By the parabl:| but 
of the houſeholder, who let out his vinc-Wam 
yard to ungrateful huſbandmen, he re 


. preſented the rejection of the Jews fo ,. 
their obſtinacy and perverſeneſs; an oi 


confirmed both in the parable of th“ e 
marriage feaſt. The Phariſees, bein 
much diſpleaſed with him, ſent private! 
ſome of their own ſect and ſome Here 


h Hammond in Matt. xxi. 20. I Matt. xvil. 2 
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dians, under pretence of reſpect, with an Mar. xii. 13. 


enſnaring queſtion concerning the pay- 
ment of tribute to Cæſar: the * Phariſees 
unvwillingly, but the Herodians readily 
acknowledged ſuch a right. He avoided 
me ſtratagem by a cautious anſwer. He 
chen confuted the Sadducees!, who, from 
e che inſtance of a woman who had ſuc- 
ze ceſſively ſeven brethren for her huſband, 
argued againſt the reſurrection; he de- 
clared their error, and confirmed that 
doctrine. He then explained to one of 
the Phariſees, who was a lawyer, con- 
cerning the chief commandment, and 
perplexed the reſt with a queſtion con- 
wol cerning the deſcent of Chriſt. He ad- 
ard moniſhed the people to obey all lawful 
tile commands of the Scribes and Phariſces ; 
able but he cautioned them againſt their ex- 


ine ample, whoſe pride and hypocriſy he re- 


& Hammond in Mar. xii. 13. 
| Theſe were an heretical ſect among the Jews, 
an whole founder was Sadoc; from whom they derived their 
207 me. They were a Kind of virtuoſi in religion, and 
would believe no more than they could comprehend. 
MW Hence they denied the being of angels, and the doctrine 
of the reſurtection, with the rewards and puniſhments of 
the other life. (Godwin Antiq. Jud, p. 46.) Their 
morals were as looſe as their principles, Cave in Appar. 
MP. 53. 
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Mar. xii. 41. 
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Luk. xxi. 3. 
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Matt. xxiv. 3. 
Mar, xiii. 3. 


23, 


Matt, xxiii. 34. proved, and therefore denounced eiglit 


Watt, xiv. 3a they may as aſſuredly conclude its ruin 
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woes againſt them, He reproached Jeru- 
ſalem with its cruelty and incredulity, of 
whoſe welfare he had been as tender as a 
hen of her chickens, and lamented its 
approaching ruin. As he fat with his 
diſciples in the temple, oppoſite the trea- 
ſary, he was pleaſed to obſerve the people 
making their voluntary offerings for pious 
and charitable uſes n; and magnified the 
charity of a poor widow, caſting two 
mites into the treaſury, becauſe it was an 
offering of all ſhe had, 

As he went out of the temple in the 


; th: 
afternoon to go to the Mount of Olives, 5 
. . . . . el 

one of his diſciples, with much admira- . 
8 's ; gin 
tion, obſerved to him the magnificence of - 


that ſtructure; the entire ruin of which 
Jeſus now foretold. The time, and the 
ſigns of this deſtruction, were inquired 
of him by the two pair of brethren as he 
ſat upon the mount, probably in the 
garden of Gethſemane; be. gave them 
a dreadful account of the forerunners of 
that vengeance, which, when they occur, 


m Hammond in Mar, xii. 4. 
a Buntirg's Trav, 474- 
is 
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is nigh, as of the approaching ſummer Luk. xxl. 29. 


from the budding fig-tree. He addea a 


deſcription of his laſt coming to judg- Luk. xvii. 26. 


ment, of which the deſtruction of Jeru- 
ſalem was to be a lively type. That it 


28. 


would come unexpectedly, like the de- Matt. xxiv. 37. 


luge on the old world, the deſtruction on 
Sodom, and like a thief in the night; 
that it would be uncertain, as the return 
of a man on a far journey. He then 
adviſed all to be faithful and obedient to 


any exceſs, but to be watchful in prayer, 
that they may not be unprepared to re- 


gins who procured no oil for their lamps, 
and were therefore excluded from the 
marriage, when the more provident were 
admitted. And, by a like parable of a 
man who intruſted his ſervants with 
zreral talents to be employed during his 
bſence, he again directed to an improve- 
nent of our graces, which he will reward 

a proportion to our care and induſtcy. 


* Hamm, Mar. xiv. 1. v Bunting's Tray. 474. 


H as 


their duty, not to indulge themſelves in Mar. xiii. 34. 
Luk. xxi. 34. 


36. 


ceive him; like the five imprudent vir- Matt. xxv. 12. 


10. 


14. 


29. 


Larly in the morning on“ Wedneſday Matt. xvi. 2. 
the Paſhon Week, he returned from mar. xiv. 1. 
e Mount? of Olives to Jeruſalem ; and Luk. xxii, 1. 


Luk. xxii. 2» 


Matt. xxvi. 3. 


6. 
Mar. xiv. 3. 


4. 


Matt. xxvi. 8. 


13. 
Mar. xiv. 9. 
10. 


Matt xxvi, 14. 
Luk. xxii. 4. 
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as he taught in the temple, he reminded 
his diſciples that the Paſſover was in two 
days, and that then he ſhould be betrayed 
and crucified. At this time the Sanhe. 
drim met at the palace of Caiaphas, the 
high prieſt, and conſulted to take him by 
craſt, and put him to death. At night 
he went to Bethany, and being in the 
houſe of Simon, the leper (whom he had, 
perhaps, healed of that malady), as he fat 
at meat, a 4woman came with an ala- cc 
baſter box of ointment of very precious he 
ſpikenard, and poured it on his head; at fu 
which (as was thought) needleſs profu- lov 
ſion ſome were indignant. But he com rec 
mended the woman for what ſhe han 
done, as preparatory to his burial; an Oli 
ordered a perpetual memorial of her cha}mo 
rity. Judas Iſcariot* was, in particularWſan c 
offended; and, incited by the covetouſ{Wothe 
neſs of his temper *, went to the chic 


, 8 in . v3 
prieſts, and agreed for thirty pieces df , , 
ſilver to betray him“. Jews 

Ty 

? This circumflance may be the ſame with that mei = 
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On Thurſday evening“, the beginning Mate. i. 17. 


of d the Paſchal day, which was the day 
of the preparation v of the Feaſt of Un- 
. W leavened Bread, he ſent Peter and John 
e into the city to appropriate a room, and 
prepare for him the Paſſover. On that 


Mar, Xiv. 12. 


Luk. xxii. 7. 


Mar, xiv. 17. 
18. 


t night he left Bethany with the reſt of Matt. xxvi. 20. 


cM the twelve, and between fix and ſeven 
d, o'clock, in the houſe * of John, ſur- 
at named Mark, celebrated with them this 
1M commemorative feaſt: at the end of which 
he inſtituted the ſacrament of his laſt 
ſupper; as a perpetual memorial of his 
love in his death and ſufferings for the 
redemption of mankind. Having ſung 


Olives; but before they finiſhed the cere- 
mony—that he might leave his diſciples 
an example of humility and charity to each 
other—in love and condeſcenſion he 


u Hammond in Mar. xiv. 12. 


Jews as a common name for Friday. 
* Bunting's Trav. p. 474. 
t meg * Cave in Vit. Barn. 35. 


Je was ſiſter's ſon to Barnabas (Col. iv. 10.), and 
io his companion (Acts xv. 29.), at whoſe houſe was 
be Cœnaculum, where our Saviour eat his laſt Paſſover, 
\ond Nd where the apoſtles afterwards aſſembled upon all oe- 
ons. Care in Vit. Barn, —ARts xii, 12, 
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Paraſceve, or the Preparation, was in uſe among the 


Luk. xxii. 14. 


19. 
Matt. xx vi. 26. 


Mar. xiv. 22. 
25. 


an hymn, they went to the Mount of Matt. xxvi. 30. 


Joh. xiii 4. 


12. 


18. 
22. 
Matt. xxvi. 22. 


Mar. xiv. 19. 
Luk. xxii. 23. 


Joh. xiii. 23. 


30. 
31. 


34. 
Joh. xiv. 2. 
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waſhed their feet, Peter murmured at 
this debaſement of his maſter; but Jeſus 
inſiſted in the neceſſity of this ceremony, 
as emblematical of that purity ſo neceſ- 
ſary for every diſciple. After he returned 
to the table, he explained the deſign of 
this action to be a pattern for their con- 
duct; at the ſame time intimated with 
great concern, that one of them ſhould 
betray him. This filled them with ſor— 
row and amazement at the apprehenſion 
of ſuch execrable treachery; and each 
being willing to know in anſwer to their 
inquiry, and to the queſtion of John 
through the application of Peter, Jeſus, 
by giving a ſop to Judas, pointed him 
out as the traitor, Judas hurried * the 
ſpeedy execution of his purpoſe, leſt the 
plot, being now diſcovered, by any delay 
ſhould be deſcated; and immediately» 


notwithſtanding it was night, went to 


accompliſh it. Jeſus then aſſured them 
of his approaching ſufferings, gave them 
his legacy and badge of mutual love, and, 
that they might be better diſpoſed to bear 
his loſs, promiſed to prepare them man- 
ſions in Heaven. In anſwer to Thomas, 


Hammond in Joh. xiii, 27. 
he 
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he told them, that he was the true and 
living way *, purpoſely ſent to direct them 
by his doctrine thither ; that the know- 
ledge of him would lead them to the 
Father, whoſe wiſdom, power, and good- 
neſs, manifeſtly appeared in him, and 
that he was the image and repreſentation 
of his Father, though Philip underſtood 
it not. He aſſured them that their prayers 
in his name ſhould be effectual, and that 
(if they proved their love to him by their 


. obedience), for their greater direction and 


aſſiſtance, he would ſend them the Com- 
forter: that, after his reſurrection, he 
would himſelf again appear to them to 


conſirm the divinity of his doctrine, and 


that all who obſerve his laws ſhall be 
admitted to peculiar acts of grace and 
favour; for to thoſe only, as he told 
Judas (not Iſcariot), would he thus ma— 
nifeſt himſelf, He then bequeathed to 
them his peace that inward comfort and 
complacency which ſhould ſupport them 


under all difhculties, and in all dangers, 


He aſſured them from the parable of the 
vine, that by adhering to him only they 
muſt expect ſpiritual benefit; that by a 


2 Cave in Vit. Thom, p. 188. 
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conſtant obedience only to his commands 
they will ſecure his love. He preſſed them 
by his example to love one another; fore. 
told the ill treatment they ſhould meet with 
in the world, which he had endured to 
prepare them for it. He ſupported them 
with the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, who 
would condemn the unbelieving world, 
vindicate his innocence, and bring venge- 
ance on his enemies, That though they 
ſhould be ſorrowful at his ® approaching 
death, like a woman with her pangs in 
travail, yet, as upon her delivery, her 
ſorrow is ſucceeded by joy, ſo ſhould 
their grief be changed after his refur- 
rection, when they thould aſł nothing of 
the Father in his name that ſhould not be 
granted; that they ſhould have inward 
peace, though they had outward trouble, 
He then obſerved the offence they would 
all take at his ſufferings, and that Peter, 
in particular, would deny him thrice 
before three © o'clock in the morning; 
and that all of them would be expoſed 
to dangers and difliculties which would 


> Hammond ia Joh. xvi. 21. 
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ſhake their faith and reſolution. He Joh. xvii, 1. 


concluded with a prayer for ſtrength to 


ſupport himſelf under his ſufferings to 
the glory of God; for conſtancy and 


unity in faith and love among his apoſtles 
and future believers to the credit of the 


Goſpel, and for their final glory in 


Heaven to their everlaſting comfort and 
felicity. 


24 · 


About ten o'clock at night 4, having Joh. evil.» I, 
paſſed over the brook Cedron to . the Matt. xxvi. 36. 
garden of Gethſemane on the aſcent of Luk. xxii. 39. 
the Mount © of Olives, with the eleven Mar. xiv. 32. 


apoſtles, where he frequently retired for 
privacy and devotion, he called Peter, 
James, and John, who had been wit- 
neſſes of his glory, and were now to be 


33. 


confeſſors of his grief, and declared to Matt. 2 37. 


them the anguiſh of his ſoul. When he 


he ardently prayed, three ſeveral times, 


38. 


had withdrawn a little diſtance from them, Mar. xiv. 24. 


3%? 


that 'the cup might paſs from him, yet Matt. xxvi. 39. 
religning himſelf with an entire ſubmiſ- Luk. xxii. 41. 


hon to his Father's will. He had done 
ſomething ſimilar three days before in the 


temple. Being f inexpreſſibly diſconſolate Joh. xii. 27. 


* Bunting's Trav. p. 475. © Walker's Life, p. 213. 
Biome's Hiſt, Chran. p. 90. 
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at the apprehenſion of what he was to 
undergo from an angry God for a ſinful 
world, and becauſe many, either from 
their obſtinacy or apoſtaſy, would receive 
little benefit from it, his ſweat was like 
drops. of blood; and an angel, one of 
the meſſengers who comſorted and re- 
lieved him in the wilderneſs, was ſent to 
ſtrengthen and encourage him in the 
garden; by repreſenting 5 ſuch conſidera- 
tions of the advantages of his death, as 
might make him bear it with cheeriul- 
neſs. In this conflict he thrice returncd 
to them: the firſt time, ſindipg the three 
diſciples, overwhelmed with ſorrow and 
amazement, had fallen afleep, he awoke 
them, and upbraided Peter particularly, 


Who had lately expreſſed fo much kind— 


neſs and conſtancy, He recommended to 
th: m vigilance and devotion, as the beſt 
ſecurity againſt all temptations, more 
eſpecially neceſſary in this great trial of 
their faith and fortitude; for although 
the ſpirit was willing, yet the fleſh was 
weak and eaſy to be overcome. Finding 
them a ſecond time yet weary, he did not 
diſturb them. But the third time, in ſome 


c Hammond in Luk. xxii. 43. 
apparent 
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apparent confuſion, he rouſed them, and 
haſtened them to be gone. While he was 
yet ſpeaking, Judas, with a guard from 
the Sanhedrim, came to apprenend him, 
The watchword was—*© Hail, Maſter,” 
with a kiſs. As he thus accoſted Jeſus, 
the company ſeized him. But Peter, al- 
ways forward in his maſter's defence, 


| drew his ſword, and cut off the right ear 


of Malchus, a ſervant of the high prieſt, 
Jeſus, with a compaſſionate touch, im- 
mediately healed him, and reproved Peter 
for his raſh oppoſition to public autho- 
rity, He then expoſtulated with them 
upon the violence of their proceeding 
againſt him, and was forſaken by all his 
diſciples. But they laid hold on a young 
man, who“ probably was rouſed by the 
noiſe, and who, being clad only in a linen 
cloth, left it in their hands, and e caped 
ſrom them naked. 


n Hammond in Mar. xiv. 51. 


105 
Luk. xxii. 47. 

48. 
Matt. xxvi. 49. 
Mar. xiv. 45. 
Joh. xvili. 6. 

10. 
Luk. xxii. 50. 
Mar. xiv. 47. 
Matt, xxvi. 51. 


52. 


Joh. xvili. 11. 


Luk. xxii. 52. 


Matt. xxvi. 55. 
56. 
Mar. xiv. 48. 
50. 


106 


A — - * — — — 
1 MT ens rn P'Y 


Matt. xxvi. 57. 
Mar. xiv. 53. 
Luk. xxii. 54. 


Joh. xvili. 13. 


24. 


19. 
22. 


Matt. xxvi. 59. 


Mar. xiv. 55. 


63. 


THE LIFE OF 


CHAP. VII. 
From our Lord's Apprehenſion to his Death, 


J Es US was brought bound * about mid- 
night into the city, and carried to An- 
nas, who ſent him under the ſame guard 
to Caiaphas, the high prieſt for that year, 
and ſon-in-law to Annas; at whoſe houſe 
the Sanhedrim were aſſembled to wait 
the iſſue of this undertaking. Here 
Judas received his money, and here Jeſus 
was examined concerning his diſciples 
and doctrine; and received a blow on the 
face from an officer in the court for 
anſwering, as he thought, too authorita- 
tively. Falſe witneſſes were produced 
againſt him, but not of ſufhcient weight 
to affect his life. What they had in vain 


* Blome's Hiſt, Chron. p. 90. 

d Annas is the ſame who is called Ananias in Ad. 
xxill. 2. (Hammond in Luk. iii. c.) who, though he 
had been depoſed from the prieſthood by Valerius Gra 
chus or Gratus, yet he maintained his credit, and wa 
with the Jews a man of authority. Annas, and his ft 
in law, probably dwelt in the ſame palace. The palace 
to which Peter followed our Lord, and in which he il. 
owned him, was the palace of the high prieſt (Joh. xvill 
T5.), and copſequently of Caizphus, (Matt. xxvi. 3+) 


attemptec 


JESUS CHRIST. 


attempted by other evidence was effected 

by himſelf. He was ſolemnly adjured by 

the high prieſt, and, upon his own con- 
. feſſion of being the Chriſt, was judged, 

as a blaſphemer, worthy of death. He 
d- was then remitted to the cuſtody of the 
n- officer; and in the hall of the high prieſt e, 
ird whither he was carried, was beaten, buf- 
ar, feted, ſpit upon, and otherwiſe inſulted, 
aſe during the reſt of the night. But Peter, 
alt J having followed him at a diſtance, and 
ere by the intereſt of John, who was better 
ſus} known, had placed himſelf in the 4 outer 
les room of the high prieſt's palace to wait 
the the iſſue, and was ſucceſſively accuſed by 
for thirce perſons of being one of the diſ- 
ita - ciples of Jeſus, This he thrice denied, 
cedſ and twice with an oath. The cock crow- 
ghiF ing, for the ſecond time, about three 
rain o'clock in the morning, and Jeſus turn- 
ing about, looked at him, as it were, to 
remind him of his apoſtaſy, With this 
glance he pierced him to the heart; when 
he went out with the crowd, and wept 


© The hall, or prætorium, denoted the palace of a man 
in power. Grotius in Phil. i. 13.—Poole's Synopl. in 
"MW Marc. xv. 16. 


4 Hammond in Matt. xxvi. 58, 
© Hammond in Mar, xiv. 72. 
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| bitterly. Judas alſo ſeeing his maſter 
| Matt. xxvii. 3. was condemned by the Sanhedrim, on 
re morſe of conſcience, delivered back the 
| 6. price of his treachery : with which the 
| chief prieſts bought the potter's field as 
| a burial-place for ſtrangers (ever after. iſ + 
| wards called the Field of Blood, to per- B 
petuate the memory of this wicked fact); I ſe 
and, in a fit of melancholy ? or ſuffoca- yp; 
AQ. i. 18. tion, ſuddenly fell down, and died. be 
Matt. xxvii. 1. The Sanhedrim had adjudged him at 
Mar. xv. 1. Worthy of death on the preceding night; an 
ii Luk. xxii. 66, but early in the morning, in a fuller af. in. 
Luk. xxiii. 1. ſembly, they again met“. About fix, 
Joh. xviii. 28. o'clock they led Jeſus to Pilate the go - ¶ no 
vernor, bound for execution, expecting pr 
the temporal would acquieſce in the de. ¶ th 
| ciſion of the ſpiritual ſword, But when go 
5 he had demanded their accuſation, afterÞ xi 
J 29. ſome general reply, they proceeded tiff co 
| 30, charge him with ſeditious practices, and c 
Talk. xxili. 2. that he aſſumed the title of King of the 
Jews. 'To the ſurpriſe of Pilate i, he did A 


— 
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neh he 
f Hammond in Matt. xxvii. 3. Jud 
© Ibid. 5.—Brown's Vulgar Errors, p. 413. cuſc 
n Buntiog's Trav, p. 475, oi | 
1A Roman knight and governor of Judea; of 21 . 


5 ED a 
high, ,rough, untractable, and irreconcileable ſpirit ; 0 5 
an avaricious and royacious diſpoſition. (Biſhop Pearls: k 
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by degrees he acquainted Pilate, 
full ſatisfaQtion, that he was no rival to 
the ſecular powers, for his kingdom was 
ſpiritual, Pilate went with Jeſus from 
the Judgment-hall, defirous to acquit him. 
r- But as this cauſed greater outrage, he 
ſent to Herod, to whoſe juriſdiction Jeſus 
a- properly belonged. Herod happened to 


be at Jeruſalem at that time to be preſent 


im Nat the feaſt, and had, for ſome time, been 
t anxious for an opportunity of ſeeing ſome 
But Jeſus did 
not anſwer the curioſity of Herod; and 
notwithitanding the clamours of the chief 
prieſts and Scribes, who had purſued him 
thither, after he had clothed him in a 
gorgeous robe, he ſent him again, in de- 
riſion, to Pilate; as an object of their 


al- inſtances of his power. 


| to contempt rather than jealouſy. Pilate 
and called together the Sanhedrim and the 
the 


did in Symb. Apolt. p. 196.) Abcut two years before the 
0 miniſtry of John the Baptiſt (Ann. Tib. Cæſar. 13.), 
he ſucceeded Valerius Gracchus in the Procuratorſhip of 
Judea, which he held ten years. At length, being ac - 
cuſed before Vitellius, Præfect of Syria, of the murder 
of ſome Samaritane, and ſent to Rome, was baniſhed by 
Caligula to Vienne in Dauphine, where, oppreſſed with 
.  M* conſciouſneſs of his crimes and calamities, he killed 
Fs bimſelf. (Joſeph. Jud. Antig. l. xviii. c. v.) 


Hammond in Luk, xxiii. 13. 
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not anſwer to the former accuſation ; but _— *xvii. 14. 
ar. xv. 3 


to his Joh. xvii. 36. 
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people, and went out and declared that 
neither Herod nor himſelf, in whoſe ter. 
ritories he was chiefly known, could find 
him guilty of any capital crime; and 
that, therefore, according to the! cuſtom 
uſually allowed at that feaſt, he would 
chaſtiſe him and then releaſe him. A 
meſſage from his wife Procula, and an 
inward ſenſe of the malicious accuſation 
againlt him, rendered him equally de- 
But, at the 
inſtigation of the chief prieſts, the people 
rather defired Barabbas, a notorious rob- 
ber, who was committed to priſon for 
ſedition and murder, might be releaſed, 
and that Jeſus might be crucified. Pilate 
{till expoſtulated with them; but at 
length, to gratify the clamorous multi- 


ſirous of diſcharging him. 


tude, impiouſly pronounced the ſentence 
Jas they required, and releaſed Barabbas 
Having ſcourged Jeſus, he delivered him 


to the ſoldiers, who led him to the com- 
mon hall, clothed him in mockery with 
purple, and a crown of thorns, and, put- 
ting a reed in his right hand, bowed the 
knee in deriſion. In this manner Pilate 
ordered him to be brought forth to the 
people, in hopes that he might mov: 


| Hammond in Matt. xx vii. d. 


then 


om- 
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put- 
| the 
ilate 
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nove 


then 
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them to compaſſion, and from a ſenſe of 
this reproachful uſage, they might think 
the crime, of which he was accuſed en, 
ſufficiently expiated. But the people Joh. xiz. 6. 


with more vehemence demanded his cru- 7. 
ciſixion; becauſe, they ſaid, he per- 
ſonated the Son of God, which, by their 8. 


law, was death. Pilate, ſomewhat ſur- 

priſed, queſtioned him concerning his 

deſcent, which he declined to anſwer. 

Pilate reſented this ſilence, and deeming 10. 
it diſreſpectful, reminded him of his au- 

thority to releaſe or to puniſh him. Jeſus 

meekly replied, that his own authority 11. 
was from Heaven. Pilate was now more 

ſolicitous to releaſe him; but the Jews 

again became clamorous, and declared 

that any favour ſhewn to him would, be 12 
injurious to Cæſar's title. Pilate, to fa- 

tisfy their importunity, and apprehenſive 

of being confidered an enemy to Cæſar, Matt. xxvii. 24. 
waſhed his hands as a token of his inno- 25· 
cence; for, by a fearful imprecation, 

they had charged the guilt of his blood Luk. xxiii, 2x. 
upon themſelves and their poſterity, Not- Joh. xix. 16. 
withſtanding the admonition of his wife, Matt. xxvii. 31. 
he, from the tribunal of Gabbathan, con- Mar. xv. 20. 


m Hammond in Joh, xix. 5. 
Vid. Wetſtein and Mill in loco. 
7 1 demned 


Joh. xix. 17. 


Matt. xxvii. 32. 
Mar. xv. 21. 


Luk. xxiii. 26. 


27. 


Matt. xxvii. 33. 


Mar. xv. 23, 


oß his former attendants, were affected 
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demned Jeſus to be crucified; and, againſt 


the dictates of his own conſcience e, deli. 
vered him to their will, They now 
{tripped him of the mock emblems off i 
royalty, and put on his own clothes, and, It 
about twelve o'clock, led him to the place I 
of execution, bearing his own croſs. Op. 


preſſed with its weight, and his ſpirits 
exhauſted with the cruel uſage of the 
preceding night, he was unable to carry 
it far; and they ſeized one Simon, a 
Cyrenian, coming from the country, and 
by chance meeting them, and compelled 
him to carry it the reſt of the way 4, 

As they were moving in this diſmal 
proceſſion, Jeſus intimated to the women 
who bewatled him (who, though not any 


at this mournful fight) the dreadful cala- 
mities that would ſoon befal them in the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and that their 
own fate was therefore more deplorable. 

Being come to Golgotha“, or Mount 
Calvary, they offered him wine, mixed ple 


em 

o Hammond in Luk. xxili. 23. 
p Ibid. 44.— Joh xix. 14. Ia 
2 Hammond in Joh. xix 17. 0 5 
7 Fuller's Piſgah-Sight, p. 344. Mount Calvary wa, * 


a rocky hill (Sandy's Prav. p. 124.) a ſmall eminence W 
n of Moriah, | M. 
with 


upon the great mount 
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with poiſonous oblivious * ingredients — 

that farewel potion which cuſtom, in 

common mercy, offered to' dying male- 

factors, to make them leſs ſenſible of the 

tortures they were to undergo, and to 

haſten their diſſolution, But he refuſed 

more than to taſte it; to ſhew that he 

was able to encounter the utmoſt aſſaults 

he Hof death in the full vigour of all his Mar. xv. 24. 
ſenſes. Here*, on the third of April, he Matt xxvi 35. 
was faſtened to the croſs, and crucified Luk xxiii. 3z. 
between two thieves, who accompanied Joh, xix. 18. 


lea bim to the place of execution. They = 
wrote an inſcription over his head. Four Matt. xxvii. 37. 
nal f the ſoldiers divided his garments ; all 45. 
den ho paſſed by derided him; and thoſe of 29. 
any he Sanhedrim, whoſe zeal carried them 41. 
Jed ither, mocked him. One, at leaſt, of 3 
al- De malefactors reviled him; but to the Mar. xv. 26. 
thecher, who confeſſed his belief in him, he 0 


romiſed paradiſe ®, Impelled by natural Luk. xxili. 38. 2 
tection, he recommended his mother to 35. 8 


le. 39. N 1 
unte care of John, his moſt beloved diſ- 43s 
. , ; 34+ 

iveahple; and prayed for his enemies to Joh. xix. 26, 

emplify his own precept v. Luk, xxili. 44. 

Hammond in Matt. xxvil. f. 

* Bunting's Trav. p. 475. 
V an Vid. Lardner's Credib, vol. iii, p. 149. and Crotius 
inence 7 4 


Matt. v. 44. 
with I 


About 
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Matt. xxvii. 45. About twelve o'clock at noon the ſun 


46. was eclipſed, though the moon was at 


Mar, XV. 33» full; and for three * hours it was ob- 
» 34+ ſcured, and a preternatural darkneſs over- 
n ſpread the land. About three o'clock, 
Jeſus being in a ſtate of dereliction, la- 
bouring under the weight of God's wrath 
in atonement for the ſins of mankind, 
with a loud and ſtrong voice cried out in 
Joh. xix. 28. a moſt bitter agony 3 and, faint with toil 
29. and torment, he complained of thirſt, 
30. One of the company, therefore, in cruel 
Matt. xxvii. 48, pity, took a ſponge, and dipping it in 
Mar. xv. 36. vinegar, put it on the end of a reed, and 

Luk. xxiii. 46. 3 . a : 
Matt. xxvii. 50. applied it to his mouth. Having received 
Mar. V. 37. it, he now pronounced all things, as far 
as related * to his life, finiſhed. He aloud 
recommended his ſpirit into the hands of 
bis Father, and meekly bowing down his 

head, he died ?, 

Thus, near the time when the ordi- 
nary evening ſacrifice was offered in the 
temple, and when the Jews on the eye of 


w Hammond in Matt. xxvii. 45. 
* Hammond in Joh. xix. 30. 


Anno Mundi 3996, —Regn, Tib. Cf. . At. 
ſuæ 34. 

2 Godwin's Antiquit, Jud. p. 109.——8lowe" r Hit 
Chron. 91, 


JESUS CHRIST. 


che Paſſover flew the Paſchal lamb between 
che two evenings to eat it at night *, Chriſt 
was ſacrificed for mankind. 

The veil of the temple was rent from 
the top to the bottom; the earth quaked ; 
and ſeveral other prodigies happened to 
the aſtoniſhment of all: that even the 
„  centurion and his ſoldiers, who had the 


charge of the execution, confeſſed him to 
de the Son of God. The people preſent 


. were ſtruck with the ſame thoughts, and 
. with remorſe at what was done. Amongſt 
"Y whom were ſtanding by the croſs, (firſt at 
id 


a greater diſtance, and then nearer, either 
as the fears or the fierceneſs of the ſoldiers 
arſubſided, or the crowd of people diſperſed,) 
his mother; Mary Magdalene * ; Mary the 
oi mother of James the leſs, and of Joſes, 
WY called his mother's ſiſter z Salome, the 
mother of Zebedee's children; © Mary, 


he 1 Cor. v. 7. 

o So called from Magdala, the place of her birth. 
After Jeſus had caſt ſeven devils out of her, the became 
his conſtant attendaat, and was the firſt to whom he ap- 
peared after his reſurrection. Whether ſhe was a dif- 
ferent perſon from Mary, the ſiſter of Martha and La- 
zarus, vid. Janſenius in Concord. Evang. cap. lv. 


and Joſes ; and being called the other Mary, denotes that 
there was only one befides Mary Magdalene, "2 


* 5 . 


* A 
AT » * 
3 1 

8 


© She ſeems to be the ſame with the mother of James 


Matt, xxvil. 51. 


54- 


Mar. xv. 38. 


39. 
Luk. xxlii. 47. 
48. 


Matt, xxvii. 55. 
Mar. XV. 40. 


Joh. xix. 25. 
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Mar. xv. 42. 


In Matt. xxvil. 57. 
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the wife of Cleophas“; and ſome other 
women, who attended him from Galilee. 
The Jews objecting that the dead 
bodies ſhould hang upon the croſs on the 
Sabbath-day, and on a Paſchal *© Feſtival, 
about four o'clock, requeſted Pilate that 
they might be taken down. The ſoldiers 
therefore who were employed, finding 
the two thieves not dead, brake their 
legs, either to kill them, or to prevent 
their eſcape; but perceiving Jeſus to be 
already dead, they did not break his legs: 
but one of them, named Longinusf, by 
an impertinent cruelty, pierced his s ſide 
to the heart with a ſpear, from which 
blood and water iſſued. The matter of 
the two ſacraments, which he inſtituted 
when alive, flowed from him when dead, 
as the laſt memorial of his love to his 
church. | 
About five o'clock in the evening“, 
Joſeph of Arimathea*, a perſon of honour 


4 The ſame with Alpheus; or if not, perhaps th: 
brother of Joachim, the Virgin's father, or to her mo- 


ther Anna, She was one of thoſe to whom our Lord 


appeared when traveiling to Emmaus. 
© Bunting's Trav. 477. * Phil. Berg. Suppl. 16; 
Hammond in Joh. ix. e. u Bunting's Tray. 477 
i A man of wealth and honour, and a member of th 
Sanhedrim. Hammond in Luk, xxiii, 50. | 
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and probity, and a ſecret diſciple, boldly Luk. xiii, 50, 


went to Pilate and begged the body of * 
Jeſus, upon the information of the cen- 
turion that he was really dead. This 


xix. 38. 


39+ 


40. 


requeſt being granted, he took it away Luk. xxiii. 53. 
* 


accompanied by Nicodemus, who had be- 


55. 


fore viſited Jeſus by night *. He wrapped Mar. xv. 46. 


it in fine linen, with ſpices and aromatic 


47s 


drugs, laid it in a new tomb in an adja- Matt. xxvii. 59s 


cent garden of his own, and with a great 
ſtone, fitted for the purpoſe, ſtopped the 
mouth of the ſepulchre. Mary Magda- 
lene, and Mary the mother of Joſes, 
were at ſome diſtance looking on. This 
precaution was ordered by Pilate, at the 
requeſt of the chief prieſts and Phariſees, 
to prevent fraud or impoſture; and, not- 
withſtanding the next day was ſo ſolemn 
a Sabbath, it was ſecured by a ſeal, and 
a guard of ſixty ſoldiers. 'This diligent 
precaution contributed to a fuller m evi- 
dence of his enſuing reſurreCtion. 

Our Lord being thus laid in the ſepul- 


Ihre on Friday in the evening, reſted 


there the whole of the next day, which 
as the Sabbath, and on Sunday morne 


J k John. iii. 2. 1 Mar. XV. 47. 
- ® Nelſon's Feaſts, p. 50. 
44 I ; 
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Matt. xxviii. 1. 

Mar. xvi. 1. 

Luk. xxiv. 1. 
IO, 


Joh. xx. 1. 


Mar. xvi, Jo 
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ing about ſun-riſing aroſe from the dead; 


I 
contracting, as it were, the time of three ; 
days, that the minds of his diſciples Ir 

might not be too long oppreſſed with If 
grief, ] 

a 

0 

J 

CH AP. VIII. 0 
After our Lord's Reſurrection. 
'Fas Sabbath being now over, on the / 
firſt day of the week, very early in the : 
morning, Mary Magdalene, and the other 0 
Mary, with Salome“ and Joanna, and 4 
other pious women, knowing nothing of 4 
the guards, inſtigated by their affeCtionate 4; 
zeal, came to the ſepulchre, with a more " 
choice compoſition of ſpices and odours, 0 
which they had that night prepared, to 01 

embalm more effectually the body of 
Jeſus; or rather to ſhew the honour and 4 
reverence they bore to his ſacred remains. ; 
As they were deliberating how to obtain ” 

. admittance, they obſerved the ſtone was 

2 The wife of Zebedee, called alſo Mary, 

b The wife of Chuza, ſteward of Herod's houſehold, 
one who miniſtered to Chriſt, | | 
rolled. 


9 
* P i 
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rolled away from the ſepulchre. An 
angel of great majeſty had before re- 
moved it © by an earthquake, and terri- 
fed the guards from their poſt. Mary 
Magdalene perceiving the ſepulchre open, 
and ſuſpecting ſome perſon had carried 
off the body, hurried back to Peter and 
John with the intelligence, But the 
other women remained there; and when 


ſhe was gone, they entered into the ſe- 


pulchre, and could not find the body of 
Jeſus. On the right fide of the tomb 
they ſaw an angel*, in the form of a 
young man, which greatly affrighted 
them, But he hid them take courage; 
told them that Jeſus was riſen, . and or- 
dered them to haſten and acquaint his 
diſciples, and particularly Peter; and that 
they ſhould ſee him, as he had promiſed 
them ©, in Galilee, They departed with 
this meſſage in haſte and terror, and 
communicated it to the diſciples; but 
their words ſeemed as idle tales to them, 
or the effects of a deluded fancy. 


© Hammond in Joh. xx. a. 
St. Luke ſays two angels. Luke xxiv. 4. 23. 
Matt. xxvi. 32. 
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While theſe women were gone upon 
this errand, Peter and John, from the 
intelligence of Mary Magdalene, who 
aiſo accompanied them, returned running 
to the ſepulchre. John, having the ad- 
vantages of youth, reached the place 
firſt, and looking in, ſaw the linen 
cloaths, but did not enter. When Peter 
came, being f impreſſed by the uſual 


fervor of his temper, he went in, and 
John followed. Here-they ſaw the ſhroud 


in one place, and a napkin in another, 
with care and order; which argued that 
he was neither“ ſtolen nor hurricd away: 
but they could not interpret it; and as 
they came in haſte, they returned in 
wonder. 

But Mary Magdalene, deſirous to be 


further ſatisfied, and in expectation of 


her companions, tarried there, weeping. 
Looking into the ſepulchre, to obſerve 
what Peter and John had noticed, ſhe 
ſaw two angels fitting in white, one at 
the head, and the other at the feet of the 
tomb, who demanded the cauſe of their 
tears, and told her that he was riſen from 
the dead; and that ſhe ſhould alſo go and 


f Cave in Vit. Petr. p. 25. E Id. 


tell 


* 
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tell his diſciples, But as ſhe turned to go 
homewards the ſecond time from the 
ſepulchre *, ſhe ſaw a perſon ſtanding, 
but knew not that it was Jeſus, who, 
likewiſe, aſked the cauſe of her tears. 
She ſuppoſed him to be the gardener 
who had the care of the place where the 
ſepulchre was, and defired, it he had re- 
moved him, to inform her, that ſhe might 
provide for his decent interment. Jeſus 
now altered his appearance and his voice, 
and called her by her name. In a tranſ- 
port of joy ſhe acknowledged her maſter; 
and when ſhe was willing to detain him 
for ſome further converſation, he told her 
it was not then a time to i converſe fa- 
miliarly, as formerly, with her, but bid 
her go and tell his brethren, (as he now 
ſtyled his late diſciples,) that, as his reſur— 
rection was accompliſhed, he was going 
to prepare a place for them in Heaven, 
Mary Magdalene therefore haſtened to the 


chief number of the diſciples, told them 
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what ſhe had ſeen and heard; but the Mar: xvi. 10, 


did not believe her *. 


During 


n Hammond in Joh. xx. 14. and a. \ Id. 39. 
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During this tranſaction ſome of the 
affrighted ſoldiers, who watched the ſe- 
pulchre, went into the city, and gave the 
chief prieſts a particular account of all 
things which had happened : who, with 
the elders, being hardened beyond all 
conviction, bribed the ſoldiers to miſre- 
preſent the account, and to declare that 
ridiculous and inconſiſtent report, that 
his diſciples by night ſtole him away 
while they were aſleep. g 

But that his reſurrection might be 
more fully confirmed, many bodies of 
deceaſed ſaints, by virtue and in honour 
of him, at the ſame time came out of 
their graves, and appeared to manp, 
teſtifying the reſurrection of Chriſt. 

About noon on the ſame day!, Jeſus 
appeared to Peter alone; and towards 
the evening, in the dreſs of a traveller, 
overtook Cleophas, Joſeph's brother ®, 
and another diſciple, going to Emmaus, 


a village not far from Jeruſalem. He 


© gularly of Mary Magdalene, unleſs he appeared alſo to 


them at another time when together, after his appear- 
ance to her alone; of which the other evangeliſts take 
no notice. Mar. xvi, 9. - Blome's Hiſt, Chron. 91. 

1 Cave in Vit. Petr. p. 26. 
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joined their company, and diſcourſed 
with them on the way concerning what Luk. xxiv. 25. 
had ſo lately happened. He opened to 


them all the ſeriptures concerning him- 


ſelf; and was, at laſt, diſcovered to them 
by the breaking of bread, and vaniſhing 
immediately away. They returned that 33˙ 
evening from Emmaus to Jeruſalem; and 
meeting the reſt (who, though they had 
been ſcattered upon their maſter's appre- 
henſion, were now, like a diſperſed flight 


of birds, again aſſembled) they related the 34+ 

whole circumſtance, and were told that 

he had alſo appeared to Simon. _ Mar. xvi. 13. 
While they were yet ſpeaking , and 

the doors ſhut, Jeſus, to their great ſur- 14. 


priſe and conviction, appeared in the Lak. xxiv. 36. 
midſt of them; Thomas alone * being Joh. xx. 19. 


abſent. In a kind manner he ſaluted 4. 
them, reproved their obſtinate incredulity, 20. 
and confirmed them in the reality of his Luk. xxiv. 39. 
reſurrection; by expoſing to them the 43. 
wounds in his hands, his feet, and his 44. 


ſide, and by eating with them. He dif- Joh. xx. 20. 
courſed to them in the ſame manner as 
to the travellers to Emmaus, and then 


a Grotius in loco, o Cave in Vit. Tho. 189. 


gave 


| 
i 
|; 


—_—_— r oO eo RO — = 


124 


Joh. xx. 21. 


25. 


26. 


27. 


29. 


THE LIFE OF 


gave them a plenary commiſſion ?, which 
he had before promiſed, for the exerciſe 
of all ſpiritual powers. When Thomas 


was told all that kad happened, he would 


not believe; and reſolved, without ocular 
demonſtration not to be convinced. On 
the next Hunday therefore, (as if he in- 
tended to conſecrate a this day to his ſer- 
vice, and to ſubſtitute it inſtead of the 
Jewiſh Sabbath, as it has ever fince been 
ſolemnly obſerved in the Chriſtian church, 
for the full ſatisfaction of Thomas, who 
was then with the reſt, and for a further 
confirmation of the faith, Jeſus appeared 
to them again about the ſame time of 
night, the doors being alio ſhut. He 
ſaluted them in the ſame kind manner, 
called to Thomas to ſatisfy himſelf in the 
marks of his crucifixion, and, by 2 de- 
monſtration from ſenſe, convinced him 
of the unreaſonableneſs of his unbelief; 
although chat faith, which * was founded 
upon rational evidence, he pronounced to 
be more commendable. 


P Matt. xvi. 19,—xviil. 18. 
92 Blome's Hiſt, Chron. p. 91. 
Cave in Vit. Tho. p. 189. 
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The Paſchal Feaſt being now ended, Joh. xxi. 1. 
the apoſtles, according to Chriſt's direc- Mat. xxviii, 10. 
tion, went from Jeruſalem to Galilee, 
where, on the ſhore of the ſea of Tiberias, 
near * the foot of the Holy Mount, Jeſus, 
in * the dreſs of a ſtranger, appeared to 


ſeven of them early in the morning, and 
aſſiſted them to a great draught of fiſhes; 
for they had toiled the whole night in Joh. xxi. 7. 
vain. John, immediately ſuppoſing him | 
to be their Lord, and Peter being of the 

ſame opinion, girt his fiſher's coat to him, 

and, impatient of the flow motion of the 

ſhip, and notwithſtanding the coldneſs of 

the ſeaſon ", leaped into the water, and 

ſwam to the ſhore. The other diſciples 8. 
followed in the ſhip, dragging their net, 

filled with one hundred and fiſty-three | 
large fiſhes, and did not break it. When 9. 
they landed, they ſaw bread and fiſh 

dreſſing; and being ordered to add fome 
of thoſe they had caught, that they might 
partake of their own labours, Jeſus in- 


©& — wo” 


* Bunting's Trav. p. 447. 

© Cave in Vit. Joh. p. 155. 

uv Cave in Vit, Petr. p. 27» | 

Y Blome's Hiſt, Chron, p. 91.—Janſenii Comm. ad : 
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vited them to eat with him“. After 


dinner he drew from Peter a threefold 


profeſſion of his love *, proportionably to 
his triple denial of him; and three times 
reinſtated him in his office, from which, by 
his prevarication, he ſeemed to have fallen: 
not to give him v a ſupremacy over the reſt, 
but to engage him to greater care and vi- 
gilance for the future. To arm him againſt 
his own deſtiny, he obſcurely intimated the 
manner of his death, and * repreſſed his 
curioſity in inquiring after John's fate, be- 


cCauſe he had heard of his own. 


Jeſus converſed frequently with his diſ- 
ciples in Galilee, where, probably, and 
on the Holy Mount, he was ſeen by 


above five hundred brethren at once. He 


aſſured them, by many infallible proofs, 
of his being alive, and gave them many 
inſtructions concerning the things that 
related to the kingdom of God, and the 
propagation of the Goſpel. 


w To the repaſt at this time, or that on the night 
after his reſurtection (Luk, xxiv. 43-), St. Peter refers 
in Act. x. 41. 

* Hammond in Joh. xxi. 17. 

Y Cave in Vit. Petr. p. 27. 

2 Brown's Vulgar Errors, p. 409, 1 Cor, xv. 16 
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It was likewiſe in Galilee that he re- 
newed * and enlarged the apoſtle's com- 
miſſion, with an aſſurance of his perpe- 
tual aſſiſtanceꝰto them and their ſucceſſors 
by his grace and ſpirit ; and promiſing a 
miraculous power to all that believe, till 
the Goſpel be fully eſtabliſhed throughout 
the world. 

He appeared afterwards alone to James 
the leſs; perhaps to communicate ſome- 
thing to him in relation to his office, 
being at that time, or ſoon afterwards, 
by our Lord's own appointment, conſti- 
tuted biſhop of Jeruſalem . 

Not long from this time the apoſtles, 
and ſome ſelect diſciples, were returned 
to Jeruſalem, when Jeſus appeared to 
them there; in the place, perhaps, where 
he had celebrated his laſt ſupper, to take 
his final leave of them. He ordered them 
to tarry in that city till they ſhould re- 
ceive the plentiful effuſions of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which would ſhortly be conferred 
upon them : that they ſhould then, with 
power, bear teſtimony to him in all parts 
of the world ; and boldly propagate that 
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kingdom, which, though inquiſitive to 
know, they did not at preſent underſtand, 
Leading them out as far as Bethany, a 
village on the Mount of Olives, and lift. 
ing up his hands, impreſſed with the me- 
morable marks of his love to mankind, 
he gave them his ſolemn and final bene- 
diction. He was taken up from them in 
a bright cloud into Heaven, as he had 
ſeveral times intimated, The diſciples, 
filled with wonder and joy, having paid 
him their adorations, and heard the com- 
fortable declaration of two fplendid 
angels, that he ſhould one day in like 
manner come again, returned to Jeru- 
ſalem to John's houſe © on Mount Sion. 
On the day of Pentecoſt following, 
which was ten days afterwards, they re- 
ceived, in a wonderful manner, the pro- 
miſe of the Holy Ghoſt. 

'Thus, at the end of forty days, a 
number remarkable in ſcripture for the 
completion of any great work, our Lord, 
in the prefence of one hundred and 
twenty witneſſes, viſibly aſcended from 
Mount Olivet, making the ſtage of his 
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zgony the theatre of his triumph; and 
being received into glory, he ſat down at 
he right hand of God, angels, autho- 1 Per. iii, 22, 
mes and powers, being made ſubject 


into Him, 
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